HEREDITARY SUCGESS.
- —a»— '
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. |

Sit,—In your report of Mr. Dixon’s speech on fhe reforn
of the House of Lords I find the following passage :—** Re.
ferring to the statistics of the Universities, T find that the
commoners had there been Eevice as assiduous unl successful
a8 the sons of peers,” Pormit ine to ask throngh your pages,
ff'cufl Mr. Dixon, for a littla thore detail about these sta-
tistics, which flatly contradict certain theories at which [
myself artived aftep g good deal of inquiry.

The vuinber of individuals in the olasses who send souns to
the University iy enormans.  Thus I fivd, on a rough eati-
mate, above 50,000 bames in the * Court Guide” jn the
Post Office London {2ireclory. Thero ave some <0,Qu0 clergy ,
mnslly_ resi‘l.ant in the country, and the “Law List"und the
** Medica! List” are aboyt ejually numerous, waking 60,000
altogether, and perhaps (at g gueas) 30,000 vet in {Le
*“Court Guide,” Besides these are the manufacturers
of our large towuns other than Lendov. It would he &
moderate computation to takea total of all these classes
at 100,000, to sat off agalnst, say, 430 peers,  They are more
than 200 times as vumerous, Again, there are many idi.
viduals who have struggled, by viecup of their high natural

gifts, from the lower strata of soctoty, whose numbers ave to

be counted by the million, Yet, the sons of peers make, ze

1t appears to e, a remarkably Good show in tho class 1ist:
of the two Upiversities, Iu Cambridge M. Strutt, the
eldest son of Lord Rayleigh, was Senior Wrangler—that is,
the very first of his year (1863), in Mathematies s and the
Duke of Devonshire was second of his year, 1o 1829, Jr
classies, Lord Lyttelton was bracketed frst, togather with
Dr. Vaughan, as the first of their year (1838}, and e Hog

George Denman was the very first of his year, 1842, L&rd
Derby was one of the first cluss—that 18, ove of Lhe first
dozen or so, in 1848, Iu Oxiord, where sons of Lobleten
are seot more frequently than to  Cambridge, the cases arq
proportionately more numerous. Lords Kauuberley, Cor-
narvon, Camperdown, Colchester, Morley, are all ** first
class men,” the Hrst class in Oxford consisting of, perbaps,
eizht or ten ou an average; and of other sous of beers be-
ooming first-ciass men, there are pumerous examples; aud
I have no doubs, from the ease with which I bave tighted

upon these instances, that, with Jeisure for inquiry, I could
make miy case much stronger.

What has Mr, Dixon to adduce, per conlra ?
Yours obediontly, F. G.
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