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Matope, and consequently of leaving my proper work for a time. 1
arrived here on the 30th of July, and heard of the death of Mrs. Duncan
and Mrs. Nichol of Blantyre. They will be much missed. Before we
left Karonga, Monteith had forwarded nearly the whole of the secon.d,
consignment of the London Missionary Society’s steame}' on to Mali-
wanda, so I trust there will be no delay there. Mr. Filloir and Mr.
Roxburgh go north with me as soon as we can get ready, and they will

look after the transport. s

The River Congo, from its Mouth to BGlohs ; with Notes on the Physical
(eography, Natural History, Resources, and Political Aspect of the
Congo Basin. By H. H. Jorxsrox.

(Read at the Evening Meeting, November 1'.2~th, 1883.)
Map, p. 752.

SmorTLY after my return from the Congo in the month of August la.s?, I
was invited to read before the Geographical Section of the 'Bl‘ltlsh
Association a short account of my personal exp_eriences during my
journey. This paper has already been publishm‘l in the October ¢ Pro-
lceedings ’ of the Royal Geographical Society, and 1.1: may be regarded as a
prelude to the further and more detailed description of this country
which I have now the honour to lay before you.

On starting to reach the Congo, as I did, from Sgo Paulo de Loanda,
journeying along the hundred and fifty miles of coast that separate t‘he
month of that river from the capital of Angola, you must necessarily
pass rather varied phases of African scenery. Betw-een Loan@a and
Ambriz, strange to say, although the country is nominally owned by
the Portuguese, it is almost impossible for a European to travel by la'\nd,
owing to the animosity of the mnatives, but save for the 'pre.:tty river
Dande there is little to be seen of much intere.st. Ambriz 1ts.elf is a
remarkably ugly place, but possesses great materials for pros_perxty as it
has been made a fairly safe landing-place by the Portuguese, in the midst
of a singularly dangerous coast, and is moreover the great ?utlet for .the
coffee trade of the interior. A few miles nor.th of Ambriz recognised
Portuguese dominion ceases, the river Loge being the boundary, and. the

next European settlement, Kinsembo, is independent zfnd cosmo.pohtan.
The scenery, where no river-course inters?cts t.he land, is depressTBg, the
chief vegetation that spots the arid soil being ugly euphorblas and
stunted baobabs, except along the sea-coast, where an occa:swnal Bc.)rassus
palm gives a promise of better things. Some 'ten n.nles o'ﬁ' in t.he
‘interior the landscapes are so many earthly paradxrses, with their massive
groves and verdant slopes and prosperous plantations, but here near the
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sea it is barren, grey, desolate and deserted, like so much of the South-
west African coast. So on, past Musséra and other trading settlements
until Ambrizete is reached. Here there is something more hopefully
alive in nature. The scenery at about a mile from the coast is beauti-
ful and park-like, and the meadows down near the Ambrizete river are
studded with many wild flowers. The baobabs in the distance seem to
be fine stout beech trees, growing in an English park, and their leaves
are tender and green, having just budded out under the October rains.
Even the euphorbias are handsomer and glossier in this more favoured
region, and have lost that dingy colour and distorted form which
characterise them on the arid Angolan coast.

As Ambriz is the great coffee port, so Ambrizete is the outlet for
the ivory trade, and has been so for many years. As I shall point out
farther on, the ivory road starts from Stanley Pool, passes through Szo
Salvador and debouches at Ambrizete. From Ambrizete the pine-
apple has been introduced along the trade routes, far into the interior of
the southern Congo region, and it is probable that limes and oranges,
maize and sugar-cane originally started from hers or from some neigh-
bouring point along the coast, where they were introduced by the
Porfuguese, and spread thence rapidly into the interior along the
arterial trade paths, finding it easy to overrun these hitherto poerly-fed
countries. The natives of Ambrizete are very turbulent and decidedly
opposed to any idea of future annexation or protectorate by a European
power. For this reason no white man is allowed to penetrate more than
a few miles into the interior, and scientific explorations are indistinguish-
able in their eyes from political reconnaissances. In this way the region
lying between Sio Salvador and the coast, vaguely named Ngoje,
remains almost unknown to Europeans,

Beyond Ambrizete are many smaller settlements for trade, the last
of which, before the Congo is reached, being Cabega da Cobra, in the
country of Sonyo, a region once subjected to considerable Portuguese
influence. This little place seemed to my starved eyes a marvel of
tropical scenery, for here after many hundred iiles of deseit or arid
plateau the sterile influences of the south coast are vanquished, and a
rich, beautiful vegetation grows down to the very waves. There was a
stretch of low-lying land about a mile or less in breadth immediately
next the sea, which was overgrown with dense bush, and was in fact a
most beautiful natural garden. There were groups of umbrageous trees
(some of them handsome species of papilionacem, whose lilac-coloured
blossoms covered the ground beneath) offering a most welcome and
anaccustomed shade, where seated amidst a trellis-work of creepers, on
a dry carpet of fallen leaves and flowers, you could dreamily inhale
the perfume which the ardent sun drew from the surrounding jasmine
bushes.” In the background, behind all this greenery, the land abruptly
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rises and resembles a row of ancient cliffs, fron which the sea has
retreated, and whence the rain has washed down the loose surface soil
that nourishes the verdant garden below. Their summits are harsh
and barren from the constant denudation, but half a mile farther on
vegetation begins again. ' :

The natives in the neighbourhood of Cabega da Cobra are of rather
a low type and very black; they belong to the Mushirongos, a tribe
which reaches to the south bank of the Congo. The interior of their
country is but little known.

Some time before we reach the Congo, the red cliffs which are such a
constant fcature in the South-west African coast sink lower and lower,
and give place to mighty mangrove swamps of considerable extent.
Then the sea becomes coloured by the sediment of the river, and the
contrast is sharply marked where the cloudy river-water meets the clear
sea. The colour of the Congo water is dark brognish-red, and that of
the sea transparent green; the temperature of the two waters is.also
different, that of the Congo registering 83° Fahrenheit, and the sea-
water 74°, a difference of nine degrees.

The mouth of the Congo is comparatively unimposing for so great a
river, and is very simple and undivided when compared with the great
deltas of the Nile, the Niger, and the Zambesi, In fact this is one of the
first impressions which gives an air of “newness” to the river, and
suggests that its present outlet into the Atlantic Ocean may not be of
very ancient date. That the Congo in many directions is trying to
force its way to the sea by means of other branches, I am inclined to
believe, for many of its so-called *fcreeks” between Boma and the sea,
though at present remaining blind alleys, yet have gained in length in
the memory of the European settlers on the Lower Congo, and it is the
opinion of some who know the country that the river may ultimately
force a way to the sea at Kabinda by means of a branch outlet from
Boma. :

"The aspect of the mouth of the Congo with its two opposite points
of Padrio and Banana is rather curious. They seem like the last frag-
ments of the ancient coast-line through which the river has broken.
Point Padrio is a spit of marshy land covered with splendid forest
and fringed with breakwaters of mangrove and clumps of beautiful
Borassus palms. Banana Point is a little peninsula of sand which
without the intervention of man would have been washed away by the
river current on one side and the waves of the Atlantic on the
other. Omn this narrow strip of land where space is as valuable as in
some civilised cities, there are three different factories, of which that
belenging to the Dutch Company is by far the largest and most im-

portant. On the ground occupied by this establishment many handsome
palms are planted, to aid with their roots in keeping the loose soil
together. Where the peninsula is joined to the mainland it is all over-
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grown with giant mangroves and is very marshy in character being to
all intents and purposes an island, for it is impossible to reac]i the high
ground beyond otherwise than by water. On the inner side of the litﬁe
promontory is a deep and capacious inlet of the Congo, where there is
room for a whole navy to be moored. Here ships of the greatest size
can be anchored within fifty yards of the shore. -

Beyond Banana, northwards, following the coast-line, there is g great
stretch of mangrove, and then the land again begins to rise into low
red cliffs at Muanda, where there is 5 trading station. Thence the road
leads on to Vista, another settlement of Europeans, where there is an
excellent and healthy climate, and where immense herds of oxen are bred
for the sustenance of the whites on the Lower Congo. Beyond Vista
the pam'th' or native road goes on to Kabinda, Landana and Loango, and
there is a regular system of human porterage from village to 'vil’la e
?ndeed, at the time of my first visit to Banana in No'vembgr 1882, I Wga,s
m.formed that it was perfectly easy and safe to ‘go alone in a ha,x,nmock
with native carriers from Banana to* the mouth of the Ogows, along the
coast, a:.nd the journey could be accomplished at a moderat’e expgense
I had very nearly settled to undertake this interesting trip, and nothin )
but the arrival of Mr. Stanley diverted me, ’ ¢

Since then, however, owing to the arbitrary proceedings of the
French along thq Loango coast, the road has been temporarily closed
' Before I proceed further in my description of the Congo, I shou;ld
hke- to say a few words on the physical aspect of South-we,st Africa,
which offers certain peculiarities that have not, as far as I know been,
sufficiently insisted on by African geographers, and which will neces’sxa.ril
be referred to in my continued account of the different phases of scenery '
along the lower course of the Congo. 7

Throughout the western coast of tropical Africa, from Sierra Leone
to the river Ogows, the one prevailing landscape is that of endless
forest. . This is, in fact, part of the forest region—the forest belt which
has a distinctive fauna and flora, and which extends eastwards, near the
equatpr, more than half-way across Africa, to Lake Victoria N ):anza. and
the West?m shores of Tanganyika. This is the country of the anthropoid
apes, which are found equally near Sierra Leone and on the Wellé I:md
near the Upper Nile. But when the mouth of the Ogows is passed, the
forest begins to retreat from the coast and is gradually succeedeé b
more open savannah scenery, so characteristic of Africa, and so hap ily
described by older travellers as « park-like,” a designation whichP it};
open grassy spaces and formal groups of shady trees amply justify
Such is the country at Loango, Kabinda, and along the Lower Con 0.
up to Stanley Pool. But a little to the south of the Congo embouchu%e
the park-like scenery in its turn begins to retreat from the coast some-
where about Cabega da Cobra, a place I have already mentioned, and
thgre follows 2 much uglier region of sparse vegetation and less abur:dant
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rainfall. Of such is the country around Loandéf, where scarcely anythin_g
but euphorbias, baobabs, and aloes are growing, and where there is
often less than two months’ rain in the year. . '

This harsh country continues along the coast for some distance until
about the 13th parallel, where it in its turn tr.ends oﬂ'. towards the‘
interior, and absolute desert takes its place and continues umnterrupte:dly
as far as the Orange River. In a journey from Mossamedes to the river
Cunéné, such as I have recently made with Lord Mayo, you may succes-
sively pass through these three last phases of scenery, an(_l after crosslﬁg
a zone of absolute desert, enter a region of sparse vegetation, and finally
arrive at the beautiful undulating country of scattered forest and grassy
plains which only reaches the sea as far north as the Congo mouth.

This sterility seems to be a continuation along the sou.th-we‘ast‘em
coast of the Kalahari Desert, and it is curioyg that something similar
takes place in Western South America, where the desert wo‘uld appear
to be prolonged northwards in a narrowing belt, and a,lst? in Westel.'n
Australia—a contrast to the fertility and abundant vegetation of Brazil,

d, and South-east Africa. )

Que’i‘iselaf’;ur regions I have just described may be said .to vary from
almost absolute sterility to transcendent richness of veg.eta.ttlon.' Perhaps
the word sterility is hardly a true one, as the dese.rt soil is qu}te cape').ble
of producing ample crops; it is merely the rainfall that is lackl‘ng.
The sandy wastes between Mossamedes and the Orange .R.lver _grow
little but the strange Welwitschia and a few stunted Bauh.xm?,s; in the
succeeding region the euphorbias and aloes are the principal occu-
pants of the soil, with an occasional baobab, mimosa, or ﬁg. In the
park-like country the forest trees are too numerous and varied to cata-
logue; but amongst them may be noticed the beautiful Hyphzene. paln.l,
the oil-palm as far as 10° 8., the cotton-wood, the? baobab, glga.n'tlc
mimosas, figs, and a variety of splendid trees belongmg to the.palplho-
naceous order. This is the most typical region of Africa, and it is the
country of the large game animals. Finally, the forest belt that clothes
so much of Western Africa is the grand climax of vegetam'ble developmel.lt,
where with ample space, continual rain, and an equatorial sun, plant life
flourishes and rules supreme above the animal world.

The first place on the Congo at which I made a protracted stay
was Rissangné, a semi-Portuguese trading settlemen.t on the sputh ba.nk,
about 21 to 23 miles from the sea. This was a singularly interesting
district, and, in spite of its marshy character, very .hez?lthy. The man-
groves still grew here, but were no longer the principal occtlpants of
the watery soil. Away from the temporary and feeble clearings 1:,hat
the few commercial houses had made, a majestic fon.ast towered m{:,o
the sky, displaying the most splendid effects that a n(.:h and ff.mtastlc
foliage, a brilliant colouring of varied greens, and a weird architecture
of cintorted and massive trunks could produce. In the marshy spots
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down near the river's bank were masses of that fine orchid, Lissochilus
giganteus, a terrestrial species that shoots up often to the height of six
feet from the ground, bearing a head of glorious red, mauve, golden-
centred blossoms scarcely to be equalled for beauty and delicacy of form.

Kissangué is very nearly an island, being encircled by two arms of
the Congo, which only dry up occasionally in the dry season. On the
mainland, where the land is really firm, more game is present than on
the islands and marshy banks of the river.

The next settlement of any importance is Ponta da Lenha, where
steamers call for supplies of wood fuel. Ponta da Lenha, 40 miles from
the sea, and just out of the district of the mangrove swamps, offers little
of interest or note save its fine orange-trees, the only ones to be found
on the river. This place is barely above the level of the stream and the
shore has to be protected with piles, as the Congo, continually widening
its bed, is slowly eating Ponta da Lenha away. Towards Boma the hillg
begin to approach the river and the character of the country becomes
sensibly altered. The vegetation is no longer so luxuriant, and the
highlands are destitute of trees and covered with long grass, owing to
the periodical bush fires. Advancing from Boma the valley of the Congo
gradually but rapidly narrows and the character of the country becomes
harsher and bolder. At Mussuca the Borassus palms, so graceful an
addition to the landscape, begin to disappear, the forest is relegated to
the narrow ravines, and the hills, scarped and bare, rise higher and
higher above the straitened stream. As we approach Vivi we pass an
extraordinary gorge called Hell's Cauldron where the Congo boils and
seethes at the base of the red cliffs, and the little river steamers find it
hard to force their way up through the many whirlpools. Around Vivi~
the landscapes are rather imposing. The mountain-sides are bare but
grandly shaped, and in the winding ravines there is rich forest.
Opposite Vivi, the Mpésé river which flows from the direction of Szo
Salvador, enters the Congo, and a little beyond it is the last fal] of the
Congo, a short distance below the celebrated rapids of Yelldl, which as
the crow flies are about nine miles from Vivi, though the native road
makes the distance somewhat longer. The wild hills round this tortuous
part of the river’s course are almost destitute of trees and are generally

“sparsely covered with coarse grass. Large intrusive blocks of gneiss

often lie scattered in the valleys, possibly washed down there by the
heavy rains, which must rapidly modify the surface of this country, to
judge by the effect one thunderstorm can produce in furrowing the hill-
sides with temporary watercourses. The Jjourney up the irregular
native path which leads to the stony height overhanging the Yellils
Falls is very fatiguing, for the rocks .are disposed in ascents which are
almost stair-like, more resembling perhaps the sides of the Pyramids, each
step being often three feet high. As, however, You round the hillside,
asudden turn in the path brings a grand scene into view and a deafening
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roar of falling water. From a projecting slab I looked d?iw(xll s;:me
hundred feet on the giant Congo, leaping ovelr t.hle r(ci)ck.sb artxrewzz ui;\ti
i imprisoning hills. Several islands bes
itself against the imprisoning . ‘
l:riam c(:ne especially remarkable from being a mass of velvety W-Z(-)d; '
;I'his v:'as called the Isle of Pelicans, for numbers of thesihgr?tt 1;' s
is i i ding place. Before the first fa
1 this inaccessible spot as a breeding ' '
zfz:lrred the river came gliding on smoothly, with a glassy surf:ice., ax;d
hen it first met the rocks it streamed over them almost unre(silsit‘ul)lg 5;‘
w . .
] i v ted checks, in the last grand fa.
til, as if exasperated by repea . '
;}Llll"xl;i it lashed itself into white and roaring fury, and the sound of 1Its
anger deafened one’s ears and the sigh§ of its foam dazzled the efyei. tI;
(allbproba,bility the Congo never descends here more tha.n 12 elj la .
time, but the constant succession of falls and th? obstructing rocks las
the \:vater into a state of indescribable fury. It is a raceof Waves; son;e
secem to outstrip the others, and every now and then, dtl:; ev;a cg:t:ct
L i mass, an
ding from the descent meets the oncoming 8, an
l):]i;]s a sgheet of foam and clouds of spray into the air. Thi rocks gez“
! rith a long filamentous water-wee
the water's edge are covered wi g . /
intinse verdure, and looking like long, green }‘1a1r. Whlte pl}l;mbagc:
and many bright flowers are growing in the 1nterst1(fes of the g;eif
‘ cks, over wh?ch large blue and red lizards chase the ﬂle:,s ,that are hal
rz 1 1&1 basking in the sun. At the greatest fall of Yellila, the river is
s t ' . - .
divfded}by a great fragment of hill separated from its mother I?loun}:%.l,li
by one half 0? the stream, and farther up more masses 0% ro:}llz uli‘;; .‘110
i i r, intersect the river. On the hillsides
hite gneiss crops out abruptly, in T .
lel:o“;r:;nygbits of porphyry and gneiss jut out from the red clayey s;)lll.
The forest is hidden in the deep ravines, and only sma.ll bu;‘ }?Z
occasionally appear amid the rank grass that covelgs e;]rerythm.g. e
: nd i : ild jumble of hills, and the heavy rains hav
1 nd is a strange wild jum hills, .
ngfo(ir((lmand furroweg their friable soil into clefts and ravines a:nd
h()ll(})ws in which the dark forest hides from the constantly recurring
bush ﬁ;es that sweep over the country whe.n tl‘le grass is d.ry. 1ot
The scenery between Vivi and Isangila is very varied and often
beautiful. It is mountainous, but not so harsh and unclothed as a,roundf
Yéllﬁl(x while the valleys are filled with sp]endfd fore}st; and some o
the r'n';ines through which the streams tumble in white cascades ow;er
the blue-grey roclzs, spanned by the creepers which stretch from pail n:
to palm ;w richly varied in effect. In broader valleys, such as ttad
of ‘Sm r,iver Lulu, the forest is magnificent ; and the g}:lla,d;s alr.e::tciarlt)e ek
i " silver i through which the little trac
with mosses and silvery lycopodiums, 2 wh ; o
' i h animal life is evident here.
foot-wide path meanders. Muc .
:{must every furning the path introduces you brusql}elﬁ to {Z famliﬁ
‘ e from the tree-tops to feed on the sm
f monkeys, who have descended : .
?rr::md-gzowing berries, or to plunge their greedy, Wastefu_l fnfﬁrstnzzc;
’?he crimson pulp of the straying gourds. They bound up into the tr
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on your approach, taking refuge on large platforms and nests of t
which they seem to have constructed on the upper branches.
fruit-pigeons startle you in the trees with th
with a whirring noise, two or three clucks, and ending up with a sweet
and prolonged coo. The bee-eaters are swooping in eccentric circles on
the many flying insects, and little hornbills sit in staid immobility on
bare and exposed branches.
The rapids of Ngoma, are the next important falls of the river above
Yelldl4, and the scenery is very fine about here. At Isangila, however,
_are probably the most picturesque falls to be seen on the Congo—if
“falls” be the best term to express what are after all scarcely more
than immense rapids, for the Congo never descends in vertical cascades.
" On the south bank, nearly fronting Isangila station, is a lofty cliff—q
hillside cloven in twain, its scarped sides of a purple-red colour ; but its
sombre look is relieved by the bright green grass that clothes the little
knolls and irregularities varying its sheer descent towards the Congo,
and the graceful crown of forest, which lends a pretty finish to its
somewhat gount head. At its base, the river which has hitherto been
gliding onwards with deceitful smoothness, suddenly breaks info white
foam, but only that part of it near the base of this cliff ; the other half
of the great river goes rolling on, smooth and unruffled, till at length
the whole stream takes one great bound over some hidden ledge of rocks,
and the mass of this mighty current is lashed and churned into a terrible
conflict of waves. From the constant come and recoil of the masses of
water rige tall columns of spray, descending in glittering drops on the
tree-clad islands, and forming under the sun's rays fitful gleams of
rainbow colours which sesm at first hallucinations of the eye.
this great Isangila Fall, the river breaks away into many little bays of
quiet water. At this spot, the river Lulu, coming from great distance
to the southwards, joins the Con go.
From Isangila, which I may mention was the last point reached by
members of Captain Tuckey’s expedition, who call it « Sangala,” to
Manyanga there is a stretch of river about 80 miles in length sufficiently
free of serious obstacles to be navigated even by rowing-boats, although
when going up stream these have at times to be dragged up the rapids
with Topes from the'shore. The scenery along this part of the Congo is
at first very pretty. For some distance past Isangila the banks are
richly forested, and masses of creepers overspread the river-side trees.
Here and ‘there, especially about the rapids, the Congo is strewn with
rocky islets, sparsely crested with trees; and in and out of these the
stream whirls and eddies over the hidden rocks, making many formidable
whirlpools, in which great flecks of foam, like balls of cotton-wool, are
dancing madly in a perpetual round. In the broader parts (and its
breadth here is nearly a mile) groups of trees stand in the very middle of
the river, stemming its rapid flood. They must mark the sites of rocks
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and banks uncovered in the dry season, or, more probably, of newly
submerged islands, for otherwise the seedling tree could hardly have
obtained sufficient growth in one dry season to withstand the river's
flood.
Some distance beyond the Livingstone Falls, which are not very
striking, the Congo broadems greatly, but nearing Manyanga, the
scenery of the river becomes commonplace. Low hills of magenta-
coloured carth, streaked and spotted with dull yellow-green and fringed
at their bases with scanty forest, border the great watercourse. Beyond
Manyanga, however, high hills approach the Congo, and once more
confine its turbulent stream within narrow limits. The great falls of
Ntombo Mataka here take place and offer the nearest approach to a
cascade that this river exhibits. The two lines of dazzling white that
geem like two successive “steps” of water may be seen from a great
distance on the surrounding hills. The backwater that is here made
by the current is very dangerous, as a boat crossing the river from
Manyanga may easily be drawn into it and carried up stream to be
whirled suddenly into the cataract.
Mhere are two roads hence to Stanley Pool between which to choose
(for you can no longer follow the river by Water), one on the north and
one on the south bank of the Congo. That on the south bank is usunally
preferred as being shorter and leading through pleasanter country.
From the high plateaux beyond Lutété, a large native village near the
Ntombo Mataka Falls, a fine view may be obtained of the Edwin-Arnold
river, as it comes leaping in tremendous cascades into the Congo. The
waters of this stream look exactly like a white cloth laid at intervals
over the purple-wooded hills, for the distance at which you are standing
does not permit you to see the motion of its water, and the sheet of
white spray is apparently as still as if photographed. The trade route,
one of the great ivory roads to the coast, which we follow from Lutété
to Stanley Pool, is strewn with the top leaves of pineapples which,
when the fruit is eaten, are thrown away, and taking root in the rich
red soil at the side of the path, serve to spread this plant along the
whole route between Stanley Pool and the coast, in some places,
especially in the moist ravines, forming an almost impenetrable hedge
on each side of the narrow path. The inhabitants come to these valleys
and fill their long wicker baskets with the fruit, which now forms so
large a part of their diet. .
The country between Lutété and Stanley Pool presents many
beautiful landscapes. A great stretch of valley, filled with rich forest,

with a sounding stream that is seen flashing through the trees, is

bounded by boldly-shaped hills, between each of which lesser valleys
lie, that seem, as it were, tributaries of the great one, some of
them mere crevasses in the mountains, but each with its tiny stream,

its cascades, and its velvety woods. Occasionally, especially near -
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:;?Ze?s’ p?tches are cleared in the valleys, and the rich soil
always washing down from the hills ;
i - e hills is planted with i
o ecc()},o E;(;und nuts, and bananas. This gives at times a cilvilism ; ’;100,
foap Ty, and suggests the idea that in the fature, when ¢ i ‘OOk
o & bc.up;.r the Congo territories, these lowlands wil’l becomoF n.lsts
Sideﬂyt;rr1r1n§111gdforth the products of the tropics; while th:' ell:ﬁlllle
, aced and planted with vines, will mo s many
S for and » Wi be surmounted with
i alr : f:blta;mn: The rounded hills that encircle these lluqu:'any
tho e © 1v]fre 'w1th strong coarse grasses of several sorts, of Ilﬁnt
e am&s1 ats of;en attain the height of 12 to 15 feet ,a dw lcil
stunted trees, bearing lead ' meataby
gnavled ; » bearing leaden-coloured, almost
should omit the qualifying “almost ” were it ’not th:t Illllx;i:table
seen

which the

of moisture as to the ili
prevailing grass fires in th
¢ : : e dr
weep over the hills, at times, destroyin g all the finer tz;:: a‘:c(:n’c'h ’;r hef ;
; X at only
' grass spring up fi i
anew ; .
Whoseanld ﬂouf'lsh for a season. Therefore it is that Erouil:ll t;helr' s
N bp antafcxons aro protected from the ravages of the flg o
val{; e deSS}ble, ych forest invariably exists, Again imes,llas o o
o Y8 and river-courses where the fires are choked the’ren . s}'mt_m
most wonderful character riots in all the W'l,d 1 V_egetatmn of
unchocked gt ’ Ud luxuriance of itg
About noon on the thi
ird day after leaving Tutéts
- . t
I;:Itlil?eoishe Inkl’;;l, and had to cross that swift,g roll?n:‘e’t
noes. e natives always land :
than the place where th or the omens foorer
‘ : ey embark, for the i
Impossible to entirely withstand its inﬂuenc(;urrent ber
as the Thames at Windsor., .
Some little distance b
. efore Stanley Pool i
o : ' Yy ool 18 reached, there ;
::L ;:uﬁ of t.he C;)lngo with two or three large islands in :;Z B atsmanec;:
@ river has three successive fall ativer
o : ‘ alls, called by th i
ather, Mother, and Child, T hey are called the « Itsi ”yCataeraI(l;:]ves e
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br ! es of the interior
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great expansion of the Congo at Stanley Pool I have f:;;'e d
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treated of in my former paper, so I will not repeat here a detaile.d descrip-
tion of this beautiful lake, with its forest-clad islands, its placid Wz.xters,
and its wooded cliffs. Although the north-eastern end is shut in by
high hills, the mountains do not encircle the expanse of water but'
rd;'eat from it on both sides, and the level plains that stretch away for
some miles to the south of Stanley Pool at but a few feet above the
water, give one the idea that it is somewhat shrunken in extent.

On ascending the Congo higher than Stanley Pool, the scenery
becomes very much more tropical than amid the rather denudet_l, rocky
country of the cataracts. We are now entering the forest region, and
the vegetation has attained a greater richness and deve'alopment and
variety of forms than below the Pool. Many new species oi: plants,
new trees, new palms, make their appearance, together with bl'rds and
butterflies of the forest country. The banks continue to be high, and
are densely wooded, but often the river is closely sl?ut in, and .althoug}.l the
region of the cataracts may be said to be past, or, in descending the river,
not yet begun, still there are occasional rapids and scattered rocks that
gugeest the fact that there were once cataracts above Stanley 1?001. 'I.‘he
current in the centre of the river is so strong and so beset with -W]nrl-
pools as to be dangerous to native canoes or smz?ll. boats. A 'few islands
oceasionally stud the stream, one of them, Flamini Island, being cow?red
with nearly 2000 Hyphene palms; but as a rule the course o.f the river
is pretty clear and its breadth an average 1000 yards ur.xtll after the
conflucnce of the Wabuma-Ewango. Both this latter river and the
Alima have their outlets much impeded by sandbanks. The upper
course of the Wabuma much resembles the Congo. It flows out of Lake

Leopold IT., then broadens out greatly in a flat country of dense forest,and .

is covered with many islands. It narrows again whereit receiv.es the gl:eat
Kwango from Angola, and the embouchure of these two grt?at rivers um?ed
is somewhat insignificant. Their waters flow for some time side by, side
without mingling with those of the Congo. Some distance before Blébé
is reached, the Congo has commenced to broaden greatly, and the effect
at times seemed to me as if I were entering upon a great boundless' lake,
for there is often a clear horizon of water. At times the two distant
shores are hidden by islands which appear like the mainland, so that the
immensity of the stream is not always apparent. But although very
broad, it is in parts, away from the central current, very sh‘allow and
needs careful navigation to avoid the many hidden sandbanks. The
hills that have hithertoaccompanied the stream trend away t'o the north,
and we are at last in the great central basin of Africa and in the dense
forest belt. o ' :
The climate of the Western Congo naturally varies in different
degrees of healthiness and temperature according to th.e regions thro'ugh
which the river passes, but on the whole it may be said to be infinitely
superior to that of the Niger or the Gold Coast. The great absence of
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low, marshy ground about its banks is doubtless the cause of less virulent
fever, and the regular cool breezes from the South Atlantic greatly
reduce the tropical heat. The river probably is least healthy between
Boma and the sea, owing, no doubt, to the mangrove swamps that
inevitably attend the widening out of the embouchure. Boma itself is
decidedly insalubrious. It is the hottest place on the Congo, and sur-
rounded by many marshes. Towards Vivi it becomes decidedly cooler,
owing to the greater elevation; and the higher you proceed up the river,
the healthier the climate becomes. One aid to health is the magnificent
drinking water that may be had everywhere above Boma; not the water
of the Congo—which, though wholesome, has a disagreeably sweet taste
—but the water from the unnumbered rills and rivulets which are
everywhere trickling, wet and dry season alike, all the year round.
Consequently dysentery is almost unknown above Vivi. The most pre-
valent form of sickness is the ordinary African fever from over-exposure
to the sun and sudden chills. The most dangerous malady is bilious
fever, the «febre perniciosa” of the Portuguese, but this is rarely in-
curred without much previous neglect of one’s health. Beyond Stanley
Pool, I can only call the temperature delightful. It ranges, at such
a place as Msuata for instance, from 87° in the shade at noon to 60° at
two in the morning, and this in the rainy or hot season. The highest
temperature I have ever observed at Vivi was 98° in the shade, on a very
hot day. It is quite possible to walk about all through the middle of
the day and not feel the heat disagreeable, provided you wear a helmet
and carry an umbrella; but when you see, as I have seen, young men
newly arrived from Europe exposing themselves to the noonday sun
with nothing but a smoking-cap on their heads, you will hardly be sur-
prised that occasionally deaths from sunstroke -take place. And then
the relatives of these victims to their own imprudence write to the
papers, especially in Belgium, and speak of the cruel Afiican Minotaur
and its meal of white flesh!

The relative length of the rainy seagon also varies as you advance
from the mouth of the Congo towards the equator., Near the sea there
are about four months of rain—November, December, February, and
March, with an intermediate dry season in the month of J anuary ; but
ascending the river you find this gradually altering, and on Stanley Pool
the rains commence in October and continue till about the 20th of May,
thus leaving little more than four months of dry season. There is
also here no interval in January, no “little dries,” as they are called.
Higher up the river still, approaching the equator, the natives tell
me it rains often in June, August, and September, so that this may be

- called a true equatorial climate, where rain is seldom absent, and con-

sequently, as we find at B6ldbo, this is the region of perpetual forest.
The reason this forest belt does not extend more fully over Africa is
that where there is a continuous dry season of four, five, or six months,
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there is time for the long grass to become thoroughly tindered by the
sun, and the natives can then more easily set going tht.a great b:ush-
fires, in which they delight, which clear the groun'd for their plantatloz.]:i
and at the same time sweep the forest-from. the hills. In the equatorial
regions of perpetnal moisture this is imposmblpj, and so the 'forest country
there with its somewhat peculiar fauna and av1—f:a.una contmue's to repre-
sent a condition of things which probably ex1s:ted more w1dely‘ over
Africa before the advent of man. After all, this open country is far
ler the dense forest.
hea}f}lllflfaiﬁi and flora of the Congo region between the Stanley Falls,
which lie almost in the centre of the continent, a.n.d jche coast, are by ne
means uniform, and may be said to offer t?xree distinct aspects, caused
by the character of the regions through v‘.rhlch the Congo ﬂo;;vs. .
What may be known as the first region extends from the lsea.-fcoast
some eighty miles at most inland, and belongs to_ the marshy kor;;
country. This swampy area, where mamma:ls and b}rds are remarke 'le
for their peculiar forms rather than for richness in species, prt}a?vaxts
along the lower river uninterruptedly from the coast as far as 01}1 ::
Ja Lenha, about fifty miles from the sea, and furthe.r (‘extend‘s, somew. 1a,
modified in character, to Boma and beyond, .whe're it msensx.bly ming }(les
with the next, or ¢ cataract” region, which is charaoteirls.txc of the
parallel mountain chains extending from the Up.per Ogowé right down
the continent into Southern Angola, and se;_;a.ratmg the 'eentra.l plalteag
or basin of tropical Africa from the s‘tn}.) of 1c3w-1ymg coast lan
bordering the sea. In this mountain dlst?'xct, \ivhlch commences son;e
little distance beyond Boma, and may be said to include all the catarac ;
or rapids of the Congo as far as Stanley Pool, the fauna.-a,nd ﬂo.ra. are od
a more generalised type than those of the ﬁl:sf; anfl third reglon;, an
partake more of the fauna and flora prevailing in Ango.la, or Lower
Guinea. Finally, the influence of this somewhat poor region of s;o:lxly
hills and rocky boulders fades away before the splendid 'nc_hne:sco tt (;
central plateau, and at Stanley Pool new forms charactent.atlc 1(1) lfn 8
Equatorial Africa make their appearance; and so abrupt is t e ¢ ?Dng’
that the upper end of Stanley Pool more ret.semlfles. the regions o the
Welle and the western littoral of Tanganyika in its na:tural hISt}(:-r);;
especially in its flora, than the tract of country 20 miles of?f}‘,1 w. }1ch
begins with the first cataract at the lower end of th,e Pool. Thoug
hz;e not myself penetrated farther tha.n about 2° 30’ 8. of the equat(l)lr,
yet by comparing my observations with those of Stanley along the

Upper Congo, and Schweinfurth on the Wellé, I have arrived at the -

conclusion that there is no sensible difference in the fauna and ﬂ(l)ra.
throughout the great basin in which the Congo flows between Stantey
Pool and the Stanley Falls; nay, that o.ver that vast tract of CO;.;] ryt
there is more uniformity in forms of l.lfe than between t¥1e ca tracl
region and the coast. It is an erroneous idea that the Congo is a natura
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boundary in the distribution of certain forms, or that it even acts as a
limitation southwards of the so-called West African region. I have read
in many works on Africa, or on the distribution of plants and animals,
that the Congo was the southern boundary of the habitat of the grey
parrot, the anthropoid apes, and the oil-palm (Elais guine¢nsis). Now
the grey parrot reaches perhaps its greatest development in Malanje, a
district of Angola nearly 300 miles south of the Congo, and, together
with the oil-palm, continues to be found as far as the tenth degree south
of the equator; while the anthropoid apes can hardly be said to be
limited southward in their distribution by the river Congo, for they do
not reach even to its northern bank, or approach it nearer than Landana,
100 miles away. Near the equator it is possible that gorillas are found
both north and south of the Congo, and we know that a species of
anthropoid ape is found to the west of the Lualaba at N yangwé. Again,
the harnessed antelope (T'ragelaphus scriptus) and the red buffalo (Bos
brachyceros), both supposed to be purely West African, or “Cis-Congo ”
forms, are found on the Quanza river, which lies from 200 to 300 miles
southward of the Congo, while other West African species do not
extend beyond the equator, and therefore are unknown along the Congo
in its lower course, The beautiful flower called Camoénsia, which was
thought by Welwitsch and Monteiro to be confined to Angola, I have
seen growing on the northern bank of the Congo between Vivi and
Manyanga. In shont, I have never seen any difference between the
fauna and flora of the northern and southern banks of this great river;
nor do I believe that it acts in any way as a limitation to the range of
species.

The races of man that inhabit the basin of the Congo throughout itg
entire course—certainly in all that part of it that I have visited —belong
exclusively to that great Bantu family which is so distinct from the
true Negro. The adverb « exclusively ” can only be modified if it be
found that the dwarf races which are known to inhabit part of the
country that comes within the Congo basin, can be proved to belong to a
distinet variety of mankind. Tt is possible they may ; but until this is
dane, 1 shall still assert that the races inhabiting the Lualaba-Congo
from Lake Bangweolo to Stanley Pool are Bantu of the purest type.
Nearing the coast, the tribes begin to lose their distinctive character,
either through the degradation the coast climate seems to entail, or
because they originally met and mixed with, on the low-lying coast-
lands, an earlier negro population. This latter supposition sometimes
strikes me as being the true one, because in such a littoral tribe as the

Kabinda or Loango people there are distinetly two types of race. One,

the Bantu—a fine, tall, upright man, with delicately small hands and

well-shaped feet, a fine face, high, thin nose, beard, moustache, and

a plentiful crop of hair; the other an ill-shaped, loosely-made figure,

with splay feet, high calves, a retreating chin, blubber lips, no hair
No. XII.—Dxc. 1883.] 3 a
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about the face, and the wool on his head close and crisply curled. The
further you go into the interior, the finer the type becon‘les. Such llnen
as the Ba-yansi of B6l6bé are perfect Greek' statues in the devel op;
mgent and poise of their forms, and two points about thenT co.ntlll'a.s
very favourably with most of the coast races, .namely their lig ;slel; :
colour — generally a warm chocolate —and their freedom fltom tha
offensive smell which is supposed, wrongly, tc.) chara.cterlse most
Africans. Many other details show the comparatively li.llgh sta,t;lls 0;:
the Upper Congo tribes: their small hands and feet,. their v.vell—s ag})let
legs with full calves, and their abundant heads of hair, I't is true tha
tho arms are often very long, which is thought to be a sign of a low
type, but this is a characteristic that is not‘ always Persmtent. o th
The principal tribes to be encountered in asc‘indmg the Con'gg ot (e;
equator are, commencing at the moutlll, the Ka-kongo (Kab’m as ?,1[{1’
others), Mushirongos, Ba-kongo, Ba-sundi, Wa-buno, Bz'a,-bwende, Ba-téké,
Wa-buma, Ba-nunu, and Ba-yansi. Of these fhe Kabm%as or Ka,-kmlmlgo
people have been already touched on, a?d I might mention .furthelgl t at
they are the Krumen of the south, hiring th(j,mselves out in all direc-
tions as servants, sailors, labourers, and affecting more particularly 1':he
Portugnese colonics, which they overrun as far a8 Mossa_medes, in-
varialiy returning home after a time to spend their earnings. 'gh;
Mushirongos, or more properly Mushikongo§, are an ugly and .degra }el
set, coming little into contact with the whxtes'. Then we arrive atht e
oreat Ba-kongo tribe, the once ruling race of this part of "che river, whose
Eixxg or emperor still lingers on at Sao_ Salvador. Their dialect bears
InaI‘Ay traces of their ancient dealings with the Portuguese, many words
of that language being incorporated to eXpress new c.oncepts introduced
by the white man. I might mention, in part.enthems, that a few w?rds
of Portuguese have even penetrated into the dialects ?f .the Ba-yansi, so
oreat was the influence exercised by Portuga‘l, orlgmally,. over 'the
iower Congo. The next tribe, the Ba-sundi, offer 'certam. curious
cnstoms and dances which I have not time now to treat in detail. They
and the Ba-bwendé are somewhat less kindly and peaceful than th(? ot?er
Congo tribes. The Wa-buno, on the other hand, are gentle and winning
in t?xcir manners. Then we arrive at Stanley Poo.l and the now well-
known tribe of the Ba-téké, which first make thler appearance therfa.
The Ba-téké scar their cheeks with striated lines, and wear t.heu'
abundant hair in a variety of fanciful manners, mm{‘e 'frequently stra..med
over a hard pad into a kind of chignon. The Ba-téké are comparatively
recent immigrants into the Congo valley, and as yet do not extend

beyond its southern banks. They come originally from the high

plateaux which form the watershed of the Ogowé, and the norf;h-westem
affluents of the Congo, and have advanced towards the Congo ina south-
ward direction. Their headquarters may be said to be the residence and
town of a great Ba-téké chief, at present Mpumo Ntaba, the successor of
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De Brazza’s Makoko. Along the Congo, the Ba-téké often form alternate
colonies with the Ba-yansi, for the two races overlap one another.
Ascending to the Wabuma river, we come upon the tribe of the same
name, which inhabits the lower waters of that great river. They are
doubtless the same people as the Aboma found by De Brazza near the
Alima. The Wa-buma are a gentle, inoffensive race, living on the best
of terms with their more intelligent neighbours the Ba-téké and the
Ba-yansi. This latter race is the most highly developed I have yet met
with on the Congo. They inhabit the river from the equator to the
‘Wabuma, but extend their colonies even farther down the river. They
are the great carriers of the Congo and regularly traffic between their
equatorial neighbours the Bangala and the people of Stanley Pool, who
in their turn carry on the ivory and other products to Sio Salvador and
the coast. The Ba-yansi of Bélobé have a decided indigenous civilisation
of their own. Their houses are large, and fairly high, and divided into
three or more rooms, the floor often being covered with clean matting,
and the door, made of laths and matting, can be swung backwards and
forwards on a rude hinge. Their pottery, their weaving, their wonder-
ful power of artistic decoration, their metal-work in iron and copper,
their attempts at husbandry and their contrivances for fishing and bird-
trapping all show a great advance on the tribes of the lower river.
Ilike the Pa-yansi. There is something so genial, merry, and hospitable
about them, and they are so quick and free to understand a white man’s
ways. A Mu-yansi is a man of the world, a great traveller himself, and
free from prejudices and superstitions. In fact the few remains of
fetish and other ceremonies that remain among them they half apologise
for. I came across none of that poison-water ordeal amongst them that
is so prevalent with the coast races ; I do not say it does not exist, but
I never observed it. The chief of B6lobé, Ibaka, is a great Ba-yansi
chief, and his sovereignty is hereditary and his family is considered
royal even in its collateral branches. He rules over a large and thickly
inhabited strip of the river about 70 miles in length, of uncertain width,
and with a population of about 20,000 people.

The languages of these three tribes, the Ba-yansi, Ba-téké, and
Wa-buma, are Bantu of the purest type. That of the Wa-buma, however,
has undergone a slight degradation in its prefixes, and has acquired a
strange guttural sound resembling the Arabic ghain. In Ba-téké and
Be-yansi, or to speak more correctly, in Ki-téké and Ki-yansi, the
numerals reach to 10,000 in calculation ; after that they employ a word
meaning “myriads,” or “not to be counted.” I have collected full
vocabularies of these three tongues which I intend shortly to publish
and to which I must refer you for fuller details.

The whole life of these people ;is simpler and broader than among
the coast tribes, and they have far fewer intricate religious customs or
peculiar observances. In fact they may almost be said to have no

342
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relicion at all beyond ancestor-worship and the p.ropitia.tion (Zf evil

spir?ts But their languages betray that they hadl, in : .ll;)wer 8 ;gte};a:
' i like most low tribes, an
mplicated system of theology, : ' ‘ >

tvli:g; fl?spgrsal from their ancient home, their roving habits, and their

mixine with other tribes and other gods have probably reduced them to

1 icism i ich they now live.

e 8t f genial agnosticism in whic . .
thbzh;e; v%ords af to their domestic animals may be of interest.
The ox is unknown, and his old classical Bantu name ngombu t?r
ng:)mbe is applied in the Ba-yansi tongue to thedbuffato. The df):ﬁei ﬁz

les. I do not agree wi
io is largely kept by the Congo peop : ot :
pl%nilzn a(ffg t}zose svho surmise that the pig was originally m';x;)duc_ed
(i)llx)to West Africa and the Congo regions by the Portl‘lgllllfse. zﬁ;i);i,
i the Bantu races right across Africa,
inad tic state, extends among ight s rics
‘m ; e(i'l;lr(;swhere possesses a similar name. The' pig in Ki yansi is
d:lled ngili, and in the Ki-swahili of Zanzibar is known as ngurlz.age
C‘ naguliwe. , It is a black, bristly, high-shouldered‘ bea.s.t, ver).r ike
(t);e Igrish creyhound pig. Like most African domestic a,mn.lals ;t pro(i.
bably hadD an Asiatic origin. The sheep is rarely met w11§1 Cey::xal
S(tanley Pool, still it is known and named. It belongs tO.; e ten{Mle
African type—a hairy sheep with small horns, and a ma.fm c‘;n mt1
o rar i hin to the stomach, and greatly
i am, which extends from the chin :
llzsg:ﬁ);el the same appendage in the aoudad, or wild shei(lap of fI“T(g'th:rri
‘ i t this domestic sheep of Centra
sica. 1 do not believe, however, tha t .
igﬁ had its origin in this mouflon & manchettes of Algeria. On
the contrary, the ewe, which has no mane, and the young m.a,neless rams
exactl res:n;nble certain breeds of Persian sheep, like v-vhlch' they are

)‘ied Jack and white in colour. The goat of the Congo 1sfa ht;,le, coxlx{x-

1 i legs and very fat. The females make
tly-built animal, short on the legs & .
Ei(::el{ent mileh goats, and their milk is a most delicious and Whol((;some
addition to one’s diet. The general type of dog on the Up.pe:' d?lngg
iver it i ixed with European races introduc
the lower river it is much mixe : : .
S; theePortuguese) is simply our old friend the pariah dﬁg of.f;d;a andf
i i dingo and the wi og o
t over again, with a look of the g f
ginftii superadged.’ It has a foxy head, prick ears, a smoo.th fawn
coloured coat, and a tail slightly inclined to be bushy’Z arlx)? is t.0 1“m.y
hinki : They have one admirable point in
hinking a very pretty creature. ave
1;hlerir choaracter in that they mever bark, giving ven.t only when very
much moved to a long wail or howl. They are considered very dainty
cating by the natives, and are, indeed, such a luxllllry t(;]i::t by :ui{ ;.1:(1)}
. i allowed to parta
i 1 only the superior sex, the men, are

;21;::231 daoz. Tblrxe cats on the Congo are lean, 1ong-le.gged, and ugly,

and offer every diversity of colour and marking. fl‘abbles, however, zre

:che most commonly seen. These cats are splendid mousers, or rat.ei:

ratters, and help to rid the native villages of the small black rats whic

¢ 3

infest ther.
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Pigeons are unknown in a domestic state. The fowl is small and
mongrel-like. 1t is, however, very productive. Its name everywhere
ou the Congo is susu, a word akin in origin to the Zuku and chuchu
of the East Coast.

Finally, there exists here and there the Muscovy duck, a bird intro-
duced into Western Africa from Brazil by the Portuguese during the
seventeenth century. It is slowly spreading up the Congo, where it may
eventually meet the specimens introduced into Eastern Africa by the
same people. The natives of the Congo also owe to the Portuguese the
manioc root, which they largely cultivate for food, the sweet potato,
Indian corn, pineapples, ground-nuts, the sugar-cane, oranges, and limes,
all of which, with the exception of the sugar-cane, have come from
America, and all of which owe their introduction into the dark and ill-
provided continent to a little people that has to put up with a great
deal of ingratitude and cal umny—the Portuguese.

Up to the present time the people have cultivated little more than

18 just necessary for their own subsistence, but now that Mr. Stanley’s
expedition is in the country, with some 2000 people to be fed, it has
created a revolution in the local agriculture. Many fresh tracts are now
being cleared and tilled and planted with maize, and Indian corn, and
bananas, for the natives, always quick to perceive anything tending to
their own advantage, have found a new and sure market for their pro-
ducts, and hasten to avail themselves of it.

The population all along the Congo above Stanley Pool is very
dense. Towards Bolobo there is scarcely a river-fronting space clear of
villages, and Mr. Stanley reckons from fuller data that the entire popu-
lation of the Congo basin may possibly amount to 49,000,000! or 55 to
the square mile. These masses do not own one great chief or emperor.
There is no analogue to the Muata Yanvo, or the negro kingdoms further
north, Such chiefs as Ibaka or Mpuma Ntaba may rule over a fow
thousand subjects, but ordinarily every village or settlement is a little
independent state. Much has been talked lately about the desirability
of introducing some sort of political cohesion amongst these tribes, of
inducing them to band together into one great nationality. This idea
has been put forward on high authority, but I must presume very
humbly, but very decidedly, to dissent from its advisability. What
has hitherto made Mr. Stanley’s work so rapid and so comparatively
easy has been the want of cohesion amongst the native chiefs; he has
had no great jealous empire to contend with, as he would have had
further north or further south. If one village declined to receive him,
the next town out of rivalry received him with open arms. There has

been no mot d’ordre, and this has enabled him to effectually implant
himself in their midst, Would you now hinder this entry of civilisation
by banding the native kinglets in union, union which would invariably
turn them with race-jealousy against the White? No, “Divide et
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impera,” and don’t make this great work dependent on the c::}.)nc;es of
an African despot, for the black man, though an ad.mlra,b‘le 51.1 ject, can
never rule. These people are admirably d%s'posied in their present con-
dition to receive civilisation, but the civilisation must _00er not as a:;
humble suppliant but as a monarch. It must be alfle‘a to mspu(‘le r:s(}i)?:
as well as naive wonder, and this is what the expedition as conducted by
. St s has succeeded in doing.

Ml'l%: l?i;%ise this, let us hastily consider the state of the Congo oniy
seven years ago, and compare it with the present state of aﬁ'axr; In
1876 the European merchants had penetrated no .further tl}an ta(‘)tx.na,
where they were all established. There was .not a single trading 18) 10:(;
higher up the river. No one knew anythmg of the country1 eyglr
Isangila, except that the natives were all canmbals: Then Stag ey, :;8 ;0
first descending the river, returned from Europe in 187"3, and in - 1
commeneced his prosent work. What has he done? V\"lthout a single
Dattle with the natives he has rendered in thrfbe years life and property
so safe that I myself could voyage 200 miles beyond Stanley ]::‘001
accompanied by only three Zanzibaris. The. mercha.nts of Boma, since
Stanley’s advent, have founded fifteen trading s'tat.lons between Boma
and the falls at Vivi. There was not a single missionary on-t}.le Congo
before 1879. Now there are three flourishing missions, the. Livingstone,
the Baptist, and the Roman Catholic, with many stations between
Stanley Pool and the sea. The river Niari has been explored throughout
its cm&se, and a direct route traced between its mouth and Sfanley Pool.
Establishments like Vivi and Leopoldville, Whic.h deserve to.be n:;alled
small towns, have been created, and other stations, numbering in all
some twenty-one, have been founded; so that now, between Equa:tor
Station, at the mouth of the great Mobindu, and the colast, there is a
Jdistance of over 700 miles secured to civilisation, and offering no greater
risks to the traveller than a journey up the Rhine. Mr. Stanley has
throe steamers on the upper Tiver, and a small fleet of lighters and
canoes. The native chiefs ‘are his active coadjutors. H‘e eYeryw}.xere
keeps the peace, and is looked up to as the great umpire in regions
where he was once a hunted fugitive. In short, whichever way our
sympathies may go—and as Englishmen we ought to sympathise ;nth
this splendid outlet thrown open to our commerce—we must at least
admit that the work is a colossal one, and that the man who has
undertaken it has the indomitable will of the Anglo-Saxon.

On the conclusion of the above paper, the President called upon Mr. Van de
Velde, a Member of the Belgian International Expedition who had recently returned
R loneo, to give some account of his journeys :—
mm]lﬂt.h(\a’j;fn;:\t’m{:nlt said he had spent twi) years with Mr Stanley on the‘a Congo.
In the beginning of the present year Stanley sent an expedition under Captain Elliot
from Isangila to explore the valley of the Kuilu river, north of the Congo, a country
which was entirely unknown. At the same time he (M. Van de Velde) was sent

- highly interesting to himself to learn from Mr. Johnston

tribes on the Cunéné, the Ovampos,
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by sea to the mouth of the Kuilu. After two months’ travel in the interior he met
Captain Elliot at Kitabi betwcen Baudouinville and Franktown, two settlements
established by the Expedition on the banks of the river, The object of the expedi-
tions was to find a good overland road from the coast to Leopoldville so as to avoid
the cataracts between Stanley Pool and Vivi. Captain Elliot completely explored
the country, and found many good native roads, which perhaps would be suitable
for a railway direct to Stanley Pool, avoiding the cataracts and also the difficulties
which the river presents above them. Other expeditions were about to be sent
from Manyanga to the source of the Niari or Kuilu so as to continue the work done
by Captain Elliot. Mr. Stanley had also founded a station on the coast at Massabe;
another, Rudolfstadt, at the mouth of the Kuilu ; another, Baudouinville, at the
first cataract of the Niari; another, Franktown, further up that river, and others
named Stanley, Niadi, Stephanieville, and Philippeville. All these hiad been founded
since the beginning of the present year.

Mr. Fraxcis GALTON said that all geographers must cobgratulate themselves on
the accession to their ranks of so able g young traveller as Mr. Johnston, who had
the power of graphically describing what he had seen. He wished to ask one or
two questions. Captain Tuckey in his return Jjourney described the cataracts as
having dwindled down to nothing more than the appearance of a Scotch burn, and
stated that at that season of the year the volume of water passed undergroung,
giving a very strange notion of the cavernous character of its stony bed, He wished
to know what modern travellers on the Congo had to say about that statement,
Another point on which he wished for information was this, In the old days of
the slave trade, the men most stunted in growth and most peculiarly negro in
appearance were said to come from Ambriz. It was known that a little inland the
races were of a very much higher order, and Mr. Johnston had spoken of a perfect
man of the world, of high intelligence, and free from superstition, who lived less
than 300 miles from Ambriz. He wished to know where the lower race yielded to
the higher one, and whether the transition was abrupt or gradual. It would also be
» who had had the singular
opportunity of comparing the races on the higher Congo with those on the Cunéné,

what he considered to be their relative capacity and worth.

Mr. JonssTox in reply said he saw the Falls in the full height of the rainy
season, when they were supposed to present their most imposing appearance. He
should think it higkly improbable that the volume of water ever passed underground.
In the dry season the width of the Congo was very much decreased, and as many of
the worst rocks were at the sides of the river the water flowed between them with
less opposition than in full ficod. With regard to the natives, Stanley Pool formed

-a sharp line of demarcation. Numerous Bantu races were there met with, but the
type became lower as the coast was approached. He had a very high opinion of the
but they were not haif so developed in intellect
as the tribes on the Upper Congo. Physically they were very much alike, As
Mr. Galton knew, there was a great similarit
that the men from the east coast could ofte
tribes of the Congo.

y between the languages, so much so
n make themselves understood among the




