THEE WILLIAM SPOTTISIWOODE

MEMORIAL.
- ~Q—
TOQ THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES,

Sir,—A conspicuous paragraph in 7'%e 7imes aunounces
the meeting of many eminent men next Friday, at the
rooms of the Royal Seciety, to found a memor:zl of onr
Inte president. So far, I go along with tha sentiment of
the propesed meeting, though Y doubt whether any othep
memorial than a portrait, to be hung in the rooms of the
Society, is appropriate, But when I come to the sctual
proposition it strikes me as little less than grotesque. Itis
to found a sustensnce for a widowof an incapacitated
printer, to be presumably selectel by 2 body of trustees
out of z crowd of pauper applicants—a form of charity that
is economically indefensible and almost sure to lead here-
after to jobbery. The movement emanated from persons
connected with printing, whe sent round g circular some
tim3 ago that placed the recipient in the unpleasant posi-
tion of seeming indifferent to the memory of a man whom
be loved and admired by refasing to acceds to a proposal
of which he disapproved. Eminent as are the persons
whose names are published as supporters of tke proposal,
1 notice that there aro a large number of no less eminent
scientific men whose names are coaspicaous by their ab-
sence, and I presume that their feelings are not dissimilar
to y own. At the present conjuncture I know ao better
way of vxpressing the regret that 1, and, apparently, many
others, feel at the unfortunate turn originally given tos
movement designed to do honour to the wmemory of
William Spottiswoode than by writing to yoursels,

December 5. Yours obediently, F. G,




