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66 . BAIKIE’S REPORT ON THE COUNTRIES (Fes. 9, 1863:

learn for certain what had becomé of them, but negroes told us they had been.

drowned in crossing a river. T do not know if this be true.”

The Papers read were—

1. Report on the Countries in the neighbourhood of the Niger.
By Dr. W. B. BAIKIE, M.D., F.R.G.S.

Dr. Baigi advocates the smmediate formation of a trading station’
and a consular establishment on the banks of the Niger. He states
that it would secure preponderance and priority for English com-
merce, and would form a basis for English influence in Central
Africa. A permanent establishment would serve to keep rude tribes
in check, while it would be far from unpopular with the more settled,
population. It would afford the missionary and' the philanthropist
a centre for their Christianizing and civilizing endeavours, and;
finally it would bring to a practical conclusion the various Niger
expeditions. He considers the present to be a most favourable time,
for such an establishment ; ground has been secured and occupiedy
the foundation of a market laid, the navigation of the river has been

opened from the confluence upwards, and there is a general feeling .
among the natives that we are at length really going to take such a
step. He considers the confluence to be decidedly the best position
for an establishment. 1t is the most central, is easily reached from

the ses, is the point of convergence of many roads from the interiory

3,

is already a recognised market-place, and has proved to be healthy .

during Dr. Baikie's residence of two years.
Extracts from numerous despatches by Dr.
printed by the Foreign Office, and are ordered by the Council of
the Royal Geographical Society to be placed in their library. Some
of them refer to the country whence cotton may be obtained, in
which respect Bonu and Nupe are preferable to Yoruba, because in
the former three-fourths of the labouring population are free to raise

and sell their own crops, while in Yoruba the chief production is:

in the hands of large traders, who would infallibly add to their
glaves in the event of an enlarged demand. Most of the extracts
are purely geographical, and extend or correct Dr. Barth’s deductions
from native hearsay, or his awn observations. Baikie gives the
following data on the anomalous rise and fall of the Niger, which
was first observed by Barth and minutely discussed in vol. v., p- &,

of that traveller’s work. The observation of four years at Busa;

ghowed the maximum height to be attained at the end of Septem-
ber; early in October the river begins to fall; during November it
falls rapidly; it slackens towards the end of December, and is stay

tionary in January. Between the end of January and the end of

Baikie have beefl
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glzbszluagu there is a second rise of from 4 to 18 inches. The rains
Thos o}; by at the end of September, and the reason of the delayed
o ol e river l.les in tl.ne‘ length and sluggishness of its course.
. pse general ideas .Balkle agrees with Barth, whom, however
e ppears to have partially misunderstood (as explained in a lette;'
oe:ﬁy received from Dr. Barth.—Eb.).
fﬁ g.: tﬁfeil“t:e .and Niger are called at their confluence the dark
A f::- tlh zl.ger, and the appellation is just, at the season of low
wai ; ph e difference of hue between the two streams is strongly
i f ot that time, and their waters keep distinct for several
< [Tha latest no
%nie ﬁ(::htest 1)‘::aws of Dr. Baikie, who had left the Niger for the
= erI0. z da:v o n brought 'bac.k by Lieut. Lefroy, r.N. That officer
ihe0‘(3666,_ G £ ‘ sH.M.S. Tnvestigator up the Niger to Rabba, which
aawrmh‘joumeox:'o gtember 12. ’.I’hence he made his way by a five
k. .Aftey;- bt e camp of K.mg Massaba, where he remained a
inm m{ Dotobors r:::fnt; rlll:tshlp a n;les;enger from the King reached
o ber 9, news had been received from Baikie,
m; ::a:fo;) :nlg _journey ba.ok.. Unfortunately the rapid fall of the
Tatere o llg'er n}ade it impossible for Lieut. Lefroy to retain
s vessel any longer in that portion of the river.—Eb.]
g A 700 e x
ESIDENT reminded the ting ¢ iki
" g . Ten : y meeting that Dr. Baikie went out i
wh‘l(ﬁmclﬁhemand hti‘ion»mﬂy eight years ago, and that the Pllelia?i“steamuponerﬂ)il;
Teaiie. vory near] party were embarked, was lost in going through some of \he
et 1 the ]_y af t!Jze point from which he last wrote. In no way dis-
'WMBG. Agel by ihe. 1;1.::] ? dthe \r.esgel, and saving what he could from the va'reck
thon be bed beon sendi ownxm the midst of these wild people; and ever since
mqnf twoexpeditionsndmg' in .el tions to the right and left, besides carryin
R : r;mse to: the north-west and the south-east '.l‘hi%
fon ; thadreafla . sg_astel:]lghly creditable to him, and it showed that the
‘lm%’{of.domg justioe foythe el;}ritia: :1.::0 ?:Pt?;:e?;;iwo mplishing their behest,
. % _ ons.
3 T, CBA:;EURD lmnlim great.credit was due to Dr. Baikie for his perseveran
by ustry. A Tﬁe‘:ﬁ J ]:, in his opinion, his judgment was not equal to }c:e;
dustry on he had recommended for a settlement on the Niger, in

m . . - .
seventh or eighth degree of latitude, where the temperature was at 80° or

09 on: th
"live in. o average the wholg year zound, was not & place for Europeans to

A B e
it The PrrsrthEnT observed that Dr. Baikie had been there eight years.

Fu: Miri € :
. :g:;r,l;unn‘ﬂ}ought.he must be & very lncky man. At all events he
wﬁmk' L l:“Bexh tio w& in delicate health, and exceedingly anxious to come
& b should bep“whdk uctions of the country that bad been spoken
it et i!% ﬂ()i now what they were. Palm-oil was certainly a
il 'wortb-peryn’n :: we-imported into this country as much as gwo
mummnmmihg orth per an & Of ivory, though England was one of the greatest
Sanel 1000000, Got t': we world, our import and export annually did not
by 000, n had also been mentioned. Did anybody expect that
negroes ever grow cotton? The cultivation of cotton required

capital i rounnibuAe iy
_capital, ingenuity, intelligence, protection to life and property; and could
F2




68 OLIVER'S NOTES ON MADAGASCAR. [FeB. 9, 1863, !

these things be expected from a people in a state of barbarism and slavery ?
No country in the world was capable of producing cotton in any considerable
amount, of a quality fit for our manufacturers, except the Southern States of
North America; and, of all countries in the world, Africa was the last that:
he should expect would ever produce cotton for such a purpose. Then there
remained gold-dust, of which but a trifling quantity was produced, merely

the washings from the sand, For all these reasons he thought it would be

impolitic to form a settlement, as roposed by Dr. Baikie,

Mr. GavToxX said that, nlthougg the individual items might not be large,:
there was a considerable amount of trade of one kind or another on the West:
African coast. Various thriving enfrepots, of which Lagos was commercially:
the most importsnt, were dotted along the seaboard the whole way from the;
Gabin to the Senegal. The proposal was that an additional settlement should'
be established by this country upon the Niger, where the opportunities ‘of’
trade appeared to be greater than were now enjoyed anywhere along the coasti!
Confessedly, the West African trade was not of first-class magnitude ; but ik;
was not a settlement of first-class importance that Dr. Baikie recommended,,
merely a small trading establishment. Such an establishment, bringing with.
it, as it would, all the advantages of European and Christian influence, was &;
pll;oject that he copsidered might be reasonably entertained on more grounds
than one. 3

The PRESIDENT said, even allowing that all Mr. Crawfurd's objections were
valid, we were still deeply indebted to Dr. Baikie for making us acquainted
with the physical geography of this remote region,




