THE MISSION FIELD.

JUNE 1, 1861.

ZANZIBAR,

‘Missrons of the Church of England have now been established on
every side of Africa; and latterly, the island of Zanzibar, on the
east coast, was pointed out as an important centre for missionary
operations. As, however, before taking any step in this direction, it
was incumbent on the Society to obtain the fullest information about
the climate, physical features, and moral and social condition of the
people, Franois Garron, Fsq., B.R.G.S., was requested to read
a paper on the subject at one of the Tvening Meetings of the
- Society. . With this request he kindly complied, and has since
been good enough to allow the Society to print his addvess for the
information of its friends throughout the country.

#“Those who set sail from England may, in about eighty days, or
in the same time it would take to reach Australia, find themselves
in sight of the low green island of Zanzibar. . Referring to the
map, we see it lying near the equator, abont twenty miles from the
const of Eastern Afriea. It is a coral reef twice the.size of the Isla
of ‘Wight, surrounded hy many smallex ones, here fringing its ontline,
there raising their heads through the sparkling tropieal sea.

Tt is especinlly a land of verdure—of dense tropical vegetation,
where trees mags themselves along the sea-shore like green cliffs.
The gently rounded low eminences of the interior axe covered with
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o continuous sheot of vordure, which tho eye, at firat mpm«i% on
that colour with cagor pleasuro, soon wonries of snd hogings to
loathe in a manner hardly possible to deseribe,  The perpetunl
greommess of tho Llysian fields is the pleasant dream of poots, who
lived in n land that had o winter and a summer contrast ; but the
nevor-ending reality of the oppressive vogotation of a tropieal inland,
like Zanzibar, is vory difforont to o poot’s pleasant dream,  More-
“over, a fatal mangrove swamp indonts tho shore; the cornl reofs
form o fringo of still lagoon, whevo a fotid and irresistible vegota-
tion chokes the water.

T believe no Tuvopenn writor has seen much more of Zanzibar than
the town, and the way thence to the Sultan’s country residence, whieh
occupics one of the most elovated rises of ground in this low island,
Tho intorior is largely laid out in clove plantations and gardons of
tropical produce, but no vonds exiat in the island ; there are only foot-
ways, broad and well trodden near the town, and mera garden paths
elsowhere, No person of any means lives in tho interior, on account
of the solitudo and tho malmia; the gardens aro tilled by sluves,
their masters live in the town,  Tho wator-courses nro choked with
fover-producing vogotation, oven slight hollows will roelain the rain
water, and bocoming overgrown with vush, form hot-beds of malavia,
In fact, the island, as wo now find it, ix pestilontinl, T preamme the
insurance value of an Iéuropean’s lifs would bo as low there ns
in any other placo in the world,

‘Whero, then, lics the intorest of Zanzibar? ‘What, attracts Tndians
and Arabs and nogroos to its town, and gives it o population of
50,000 souls, and what is it that now fnduces ws to gother faets
about it? A

Tt is because it is the heart, the soat of commarcinl activity in
Tiagtern Afvien, novth: of tho Portuguese. Politioally spoanking,
Zonzibor is an offshoot of that part of Avabia which is in the eluscst
connoxion with India, and here it is planted by the side of the
continent of Afviea, opposite villages whonco long lines of traffie
oxtond through far distant negro communities to fully one~third of
the entive distance ncross that continent, It is cssentinlly an Avab
Mountry, for its education, its creed, and dominant races come from
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Arabia, although its population is chiofly negroid and negro, dug
to a long intormingling of the Arab with the Black. On the one
sido, its morchants are in intimate relationship with Museat and
Bombay ; on the other, with the absoluto savagedom of Bastern
Afrien,

Again, Zanzibar is not only n channel of commeree, but is in
itself & kingdom of somo wealth, and it might bo of strength,
There i a squadvon—a wretchedly dilapidated one, T willingly
concede—but still a squadron of cight ships flonting in her harbour:
ono corvotte, at least, is gorviecable, Tho flag of Zanzibar flics over
many settlemonts that dot tho Tnstern Afvican const, and sho claims
the entive littoral far away down south, to Capo Delgado, A fringe
of Mosloms, to whom Zanzibar is o metropolis and a home, skirts
the shores oll tho way hetween that Capo and the equator, and
oven further, Zanzibar can coeree somoewhat; she ean influonee
widely and laxgely,  Tn proof of this, we find that in no DPlace is the
Moslem 80 tolerant, of those not his co-religionists, as hero ; and it
is ncknowledged that this fecling dates from the personal influence
of the late estimablo rulor of the comntry, Sultan Sayid Said,
commonly ealled the Tmaum of Museat,

Tt s, then, on tho grounds of the influential position of Zanzibay
that it has been recommonded ns o contro of Missionary labour,
I tenst nothing will be done blindly; and it is with the desive of
giving acearate information upon this almost wnknown island, that T
have wndertaken levo to address you, ‘ ‘

My knowledgo of it is partly derived from sowrees of information
opon to pll—that is to suyy to the published works of Owen, Ghuillain,
Krapf, and Burton, hosides the published reports of our Consul
there, on lave-trado matters ; but those give comparatively seanty
information.  Captain Burton accounts, in his naveative of travels
in Bastorn Afvica, for having treated too lightly on Zanzibar,
by the misearringe of the MSS, ho had writton upon it, which wére
loat on their way to England. Fortunately, however, the oxcoedingly
copious, rough notes, which that inquiring travellor and accomplished!
orientalist mado on the spot, and which were the foundation of
the missing MSS, have boon presorved ; they were kindly lontto
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cation between East Africa and Arabin secms to have been frequent
and intimate, and, consequently, when Mahommedanism appeared,
the East Africans were early converts, ‘

Vasco da Gama touched at Zanzibar in 1499, where he was well
received and suppled with provisions. Other Portuguese expedi-
tions followed, and in their train eame the wsual results of the dis-
covery of new lands. by enterprising European. nations. * That is to
say, misunderstandings arose, thén an attack, and lastly the subju-
gation of the natives. In a very few years from Vasco da Gama’s
visit, the Portuguese had captured Mombas and Kiloa, on the main-
land, and also the islands Pemba, Monfia, and Zanzibar. Their
occupation of the latter was of a temporary character; they builf
barracoons and shipped slaves, but made no permanent lodgment.
It appears that they were partly deterred by the exceeding unhealthi-
hess of the climate. Zanzibar now dropped out of history. We
hear nothing of it from Arab vecords, and very little from those of
the Portuguese. Our DBritish accounts date no further back than
the visit of HLM,S. Leopard, at the beginning of the present cen-
tury, the result of whose observations form the sailing directions
gtill in use.

Tt is not clear, neither is it worth our while now te inguire, how
and with what alternations the loose connexion hetween Zanzibar
and Arabia became strengthened to its recent stafe. Suffice it to
mention that, in about the year 1700, the then Sultan obtained a
firm hold upon the coast; and also that, in 1804, the late Sultan,
commonly styled the Imaum of Museat, came into recognised pos-
session of Museat, Zanzibar, and the coast of East Africa, from
about the equator to Cape Delgado. Xis authority was: quite
independent, save to the extent of an annual tribute of 2,600Z. to
the Chief of the Wahabees, to whose seot the Sultan hbelonged :
that is to say, he and the majority of his people were of that austere;
Puritanical dissenting class among the Moslems who refuse to
" believe in the cfficacy of saints and the validity of tradition, but
adhero to the letter of the Koran, as their ultimate authority ;' who,
drinking no wine as Moslems, abstain also from tobacco, the great
luxury of life in' Eastern lands, because they are Wahabees.
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The Sultan we are speaking of was a prince after the heart of his
Arab subjects; he was the prineipal ship-builder, merchant, and
cultivator in the island. Cloves were largely grown by him, and

. became a most important produce.  Coeoa-nut oil was largely
exported for candles: even at this moment the reek of Zanzibay
town, from the drying of this oil previous to exportation, is wholly
insupportable at times. In that land of ill-health, where trifling
causes bring on an ailment, the horrid oily smell causes vomiting
and disease, as well as simple nausea, The Sultan was a shrewd,
sensible man, who, being abundantly troubled by European impos-
tors of all classes, showed considerable tact in disembarrassing him-
gelf of thom, and in maintaining hig position as an independent
Moslem ruler: showing every tolerance, but no subservience, to
representatives or subjects of stronger Christian nations, His pro-
bity, generosity, and great toleranco, unusual in an Arab, together
ywith his willingness to treat loyally for the suppression of slave ex-
portation, made him a favourite with Turopean powers. Princely
gifts were exchanged with him. At this moment, a ship that he
presented to the English sovereign, and called the Imaum, is now
at & West Indian station as a guard-ship. Undoubtedly she is not
worth mueh ; but there she is—an eighty-gun man-of-war. Con-
suls were sent to him by America, England, and France; while to
the cordial and sensible support that he received from our late
lamented representative, Colonel Ilamerton, a vast amount of good
effected, and evil averted, may be justly aseribed. The Sultan
died four years since, and is succeeded by his two sons, who, after
some struggle for supremacy, have gettled in peace,—the elder
taking the Arabian possessions, and the younger Zanzibar and East
Afriea. The latter follows, as ably as he can, the footsteps of his
father: clinging to the Bnglish, and firmly resisting the French,
with their restless interferences and free labour movements, directed
from Réunion. ,

T have already stated the population of the island at about 50,000,
Those consist of pure Arabs, of numerous negroid half-castes, of
black slaves from the mainland, of 600 Indians (British subjects),
from the mouth of the Indus, and about twenty-four Buropeans ;
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part of the latter are rmembers of three consular establishments—
English, French, and American—and the rest are agents of Ham-
burgh, French, and American trading establishments. They are the
only Christians on the island, except a few- Portuguese servants.
As to the Indians, it has been their custom for centuries to frequent
this coast of Africa. Vasco da Gama found Banyans from Cuich
settled hereabouts ; but there is mot a single Hindu woman., The
men expatriate themselves for a term of years, and by their probity
and commercial gkill have become indispensable to the Moslems.
They have monopolized the: trade on the mainland on whose coast

they live, making use of the Arabs and their caravans into the inte-
" rior, but never going there themselves. If is stated that they show
themselves hostile to Turopeans penetrating into Africa and opening’
lines of commerce.

Now, as to the Buropeans in Zanzibar, they do not appear to
unite well: there is little society among them, and few opportunities
of rational pleasure. A lassitude of body, due to the climate, brings
with it & want of mental energy, besides which, the frequent ailments
have generally a - cerebral tendency. Sleep is heavy. Any organie-
defect in Huropeans soon makes itself felt irresistibly. Life in
Zanzibar is living under difficulties. '

Native schools exist in abundance, where boys learn to write and
read the Koran ; but more advanced learning is unrepresented, far
otherwise to what it used to be in Arab countries.

Zanzibar itself is o wealthy, commercial town, whose prosperity is
pased entirely on Arab principles. Tt resembles Jeddah and such
like towns that are dotted along the shores of the Red Sea, more
nearly than any others that could be mentioned. It is an exceed-
ingly expensive place to live in. A dollar goes no further there
than a shilling in England.

The productions of the island, on which its prosperity mainly
"depend, ave the cocoa and clove-trees, The clove plantations have
begun to be badly managed, and their produce is falling off. There are
no dates. The people are too lazy to attend to sugar. Some garden
experiments have been tried in this produetive jgland: for instance,
broad-fruit was planted and grew well, but the megroes pulled
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Pt without n giabd of slaves
ed up, in mere Waitonness of

itup; indeed, o gavden ennnot be ke
or, wome day, overything will ho pull
deatruetion,

Befure wmaking Any vomarks on the manner in whieh Bnglish in-

Buenees might most wisoly bo brought to bear on theso Tegions, let mo
st eall your uttention to ghe populous mainland of which Zansibar
i the key, und without which that island would have no mote claim
b your consideration than os g mere speck on the broad surface of
the glube,

Wo are beeoming woll acquainted with that interior which o few
yours ngo seis the subjoct of wild speculation,  Krapf, Rebmann,
wnd  Prlurde's sty ot Mombas, and their shoyt journeyings and
voparts, exeital an intorest which indneod the Geographical Society
o ubtain the appointment, of Burton and Speke’s very suceessful
exploring expedition, The lnttor of theso gentlemon is again re-
surtied o the conntry fn o still moro ardnous undevtoking, Now,
there are twa very difforont ostimates of the character of the negroes
of thess parts, so e os it i possiblo to group many different races
uwlor one general dwsoription,  Those who look at them from an
Aral's point of view wo wholly disgusted with their character.
rton's deseripdion, and 1 boliove T am justified in adding
the late Comnl umerton's idons, no of this deseription. Bur-
tan's mevount, cunveyn o repulsivo pietuve of & vulgar, boisterous,

and dronken savagory overspreading the land, Tho missionaries’

seestnts appear to confirm this,  Keapf talks of them (p. 50, in
tho proface) ms “ n erooked and porverse gencration,” and Rebmani
{p. BT ) stigmatizes thom ns ¢ profitable in nothing, either to Gon
us 4o the warld"  On tho other hand, Speke and tho present

Comanl tuke the negrooa’ part, The latter deseribes them, to the

duparagenent of the Arabs, in o lotter recontly published in the
Hwwepapors, w0t i st good-natuved, docile, nerry xeo, who Koon
besome very mueh attachod to Turopeans.”  This pieture may
prossibly b true of the Waniamosi, but T confoss myself stagger'ed
by the Conaml's sweeping and Aatbering statement. My own belief
Yesmn sirongly towarda the unfavmu'nblc? view, and I foel alarm lest
waunrollooting leuning on the purt of England towards tho Dlacks

R
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should end by weakening the power of the Arabs over their rightful
subjents, and introducing discord and revolt where a strong and just
rule is an absolute necessity for any kind of civilization. I say I
lean to the unfavourable view of the chavacter of these blacks,
because, leaving aside sentiments which we cannot estimate at a
‘distance, and dormant capacities which cannot be judged of evenon
the spot, unless evoked, I find that in the overt matters of murder,
falsity, cowardice, drunkenness, and the like, there can he no shadow
of a doubt that these East Africans are as bad as -any on the
Continent. There is not even a tendency to political aggregation
among them'; there is no stirring activity, even for evil, among them.
Their very slave-hunts have the cruelty and the guilt without the dash
that accompanies the slave-hunts of North-west Afriea. Of the four
travellers who have penetrated into the country,—Maizan, Burton,
Speke, and Roscher, two have already been murdered; Maizan
some years back, and Roscher quite lately.

However, what is much to our purpose is this, that small com-
munities ‘of Arabs do hold themselves in security in the very midst
of the negroes. ‘Whether they ave protected on commercial grounds,
for it is the consistent aim of the more reflecting -class of savages
to plunder just up to the point where fear beging to tell 'on the
amount of caravan traffic and not further, or whether it ds that these
Africans have not enough power of organization to unite in sufficient
,numbers for a serious attack, or, whatever else be the cause, we find
that not only on the sen-ghore but also far in the interior, s at
Kazeh, a village of a few substantial, half-fortified Arab houses,
never containing more than fifteen, and somefimes not more than
four Avabs, with their slaves, and full of valuables, are never over-
mastered. .

As to matters of health, the low lands are pestilential, In the
Mombas Mission of#leven: individusls, every one suffered from
gavere fever within three weeks of ‘their arrival; on the whole, two
of them were gent back invalided to Germany after a very short stay,
and four died. This is a deplorable result; but on ‘the high lands
the cnse would be ‘different. "T'here certainly seems no reason “why
missionary stations, if armed themseélves, or protected by those who
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wero armad, shonld nat exisl thers o lealth and soeuritys but what
s to their inflwenes and utility?  The nutives are most assuredly
no inguiring xaee, open to influenes, but the very contrary,
Agraing their eountriea s interssetod by eonimoreinl youtox through
whiali a tide of Moslon idens (s constantly flowing, sd Tow could o
handful of Missionaries, looking ot poat and presont history (o guide
us in owr speeulations, be supposed to avail againat 10?1t wirilen
ey, tos, as simiething not quite geserous to avail ouselvis of the
cowrtesy ad the unusual toleranee of 8 Mushan power to sow seeds
of o gertuin orvest of diseond,  What we find in Zoosiboe 38 o
furerenching wnl fue-infueneing, but not a steang power s anxious
toy o well, seeking t conmalidute itsedf, amenublo t s good Bnglish
inflwenee, bt whove sl things, the siue gud nore of Ha existenen is
that it slomhl be Moslem,  With our very limited  Misdonary
aggeney, it wecms to me that we should divert ita current, to healhior
and moro hopoful ficlds than Zangibue, sud it England, so far as
sho may interfero at all, whother through lor representative or by
any other agency, should try to effeet the following vesults "'
redivve the Nultun, hy mens of our moral suppor, from the eme
Baerawsnient off fovvign presanre ;Lo promobe sl Hues of logitinmte
md pivilizing trdbie inte the far interior of Afvim ;s and 1o apen
ety emnmumnivation betwein Zamdbae s thoemore elvilized world,
than now existe, Thin s the selesdule of what Eoglod is actandly
doing, and 1 further bolieve it is all she ought, for the present, to
windortake in Zansibor,”

THE PONGAR MISSION,

Mu, Laowes Wingrssos, inou lotter of Apli Btly, infornm us that
b i coingg te Bugland by the July steanier, with the view of
entering St Awgusting's,  Heosuyn, © Mro Phillips's houso ot
Domingin in finished. Tt i well buile on n dsing ground fronting
the sea, the spot Tiving boen markod out by Mr, Phillips himself,
srud the building commentasd previous Lo bis leaving, The chief,




