NEQROES AND TEE SLAVE TRADE.
——

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES,

Sir,—I do not joln In the belief that the African Is onr
equal in brain or In heart ; I do not think that the average
negro caxes for his liberty as much as an Englishman, or
even ag a serf-horn Bussian; and I believe that if wo can,
in any falr way, possess ourselves of his services, we have
an equal right to utilize them to our advantage as the State
hes to drill and coerce a recruit who in a moment of intoxica-
tion bas accepted the Queen’s shliling, oras a shopkeeper
to order about a boy whose parents had bound him over to
an apprenticeship. I say an equal right, because if soldlers
were abasod and degraded by their profession, or if the
dutles of an apprentice tended to make him a worthless
member of soclety, it wonld be an iniquitous exeroise of
yranny to take advantage of the position of thess persong
to their manifest injury, Bub when the soldier is taught
self-respect, and is made jato a nobler man than he conld
have becoms if left in his vilage, and if the apprentice is
trained into a useful member of an industrious class, there
can be no just complaink of tyranny. These persons are
simply treated as children by their masters, and compelled
to do what they dislike for their fature good and for that of
soclety at large, Therefore, Sir, I say, with regard to these
negroes, if wo can by any legitimate, or even quasi-legiti-
mate means, possess ourselves of a right to their servlces,
snd 1f we can insare that our mestership shall elevate them,
and not degrade them, by all means work them well ; bat
In proportion as we cannot ack favourably upon them our
interferenco becomes a ourse to the Africans,

It is often argued, “let us not be too curions about the
antecedents of the negroes, who are collected by the native
chiefs {of course for a ¢ consideration’) as candidates for free
emigration. Very lkely they may be captured for this
express purpose, bub what of that? Africans are always
fightlng, and have no notion of personal liberty, and
if the conguerors choose #o sell their prisoners
Instead of Xkeeping them as slaves, why should we
abstaln from buying?” To thiz I reply that the
disorganization induced in the whole of African
socieby under the temptations of the slave trade is some.
thing truly frightfol. We know, Sir, in our own country
the effect of laws that give a premium to crime, and your
columns have often denounced them. Reise the Custom-
Louse tariff, and honest fishermen turn into ruffiianly
smugglers ; allow paople to Insure their houses for more
than they are worth, and what street would be secure from
fire? The very burlal clubs tempted mothers to murder,
The award of “head money” had effect, about which report
was rlfe, apon our cruisers in the Malay waters. The rail-
way mania tempted the respectable Iandowners of England
to cheat corporate bodies withont a qualm, and now the
temptation of West Indian commerce seems sufficient to
draw & sectlon of Englishmen into the very vortex of an
African slave trade. If, Sir, your readers will try to imagine
themselves in a position where every fellow-creature is as a
bauk-note, which has enly t5 be l1aid hold of and presented
to one of the ever ready agents to be payable at
sight, they will succeed in plcturing to themselves the
awful disorganizatlon which must necessarily ensua—the
wars for captlves, the false accusations to obtain prisoncrs,
the mutual suspicion of neighbours, and the abandonment
of all steady labour for the lottery of elave catching, Most
earnestly, therefore, do I deprecate an action on our part
which, directly or indirectly, in the slightest degree wounld
reintroduce a sale of megroes, The peaceful habits which
have slowly been fostered among many African tribes would
be swept away in a moment under the pressure of a tempta-
tion they were not strong enough to bear. ‘What, then, is to
be our course? I cannot believe that it s fmpossible for an
African %o enter our service in the colonies without being
degraded like those in Amerlea, Lot the philanthropist;
show how we can act justly towards our blacks when we get
them. Now, as to how they are to he got. Idonotatall
think that adequsto attempts have ever been made to obtaia
& free African immigration. The number of recruits depend
on the skill of the recrniting officer. e must ingratiate
ourselves more with the African tribes generally, Asitis,
those a few daya’ journey from the coast know little or no-
thing of us, You are doubtless aware, Sir, that the gene-
rally spread bellef concerning the whites is that they buy
slavesin order to carry them acrosg sea, and there to eat
them, It will require time to disabuse the native minds of
these kindsof notlons, but I fally beliave it is to be done,
and that by a consistent and judiclous political action we
may make our service respected, if not actually sought after ;
and that by watching the turn of events and taking advan.
tage of great national suffering, such as that the Caffres are
now labouring under, we may succeed in deporting vast
numbers of Africans to colonies where they will do us good
service, and in which we shall not have to reproach ourselves
with neglecting our duty towards them,

42, Ratland-gate. FRANCIS GALTON.
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