IDENT]'.FICATION BY FINGER-
PRINTS.
—_—
TO THE HDITOE OF" THE TIMES.
. Sir,—Tetters that appeared in your calumns|
on January 6, 7, and 8 upon my share in
devising the present systom of finger-print

ollawing

I was marabmm ZS&&MI lmmdac tbs
Royal on “ Personal ]
when the. Bertilon. system, based on thel|

in
| the theory of chances put forwsrd to justify its|
lgreat. claims was obviously faulty. These|
raised doubts as to the degres of its. validity |
and suggested & search for slternative or, at
least, for additiona! mmthods. E bethonght
myself of finger-prints, spoks of them in the
Tecture, and soan learnt that a great deal had
olready been written abeut them. Mare}
especially did ¥ acquaint myself with the: pro-
cedure of Sir W. Herschel, when €allector ab

| ooghli, in ,whoteqtmedebaeuﬂ
dozmmts ¢ bo sttested by the

fnt;:bhckmeit n
mxddlefmgersofﬂm 6 hand, by which:
put & stop to the mnslymz{!enemm
of

the ieusébihty of what I now
call “lexnmn:lnng finger-prints not
been  considered. n_smomz‘:@m was the|

m ert, could indicate the par-
tioular pigsoncholo or drawor in. s eabinst can |
taining 243 of them m ‘whick & dnphcste set.of
the measurements of & perso,

e Zoumd, I suh oxisted 3 the olon It

reduced the labour of search BA%
{faceldents. T ed for the searcher to
turn ver the contents of this one pigeon-.
g all the whils for noted pocu-
Heritis fo d eﬁns fing tho perticuler card. sought
for. ey had thus far been
emplcryed pon il e A S s
for the_previous one of discovering tho pigeon-
bole. Tt =t o ywork to supply this serious need,
i| trying plans and publishing two memoirs.
a lengbh ™ 1802 1 pu “ Finger-Prints,”
. o ot v

view at that time that a sub-classification
by finger-prints of the contents of each of
Bertillon's 243 pigeau-holes would givo an enor
monsly ncreased. of lexiconizing, and Iwas

R e Office appointed & committee in
1894, who reported T 1805, © Your Come:
spondent; says in The Times of January 8,
Galton certainly constructed. o system,
bt it Tejected in 1804 by & committes
sppointed by Mr. Asquith, who was then Home
Secro I am unable to reconcile that
| statoment either with the ho roport of the com-
mittss or w[;.rr.ix; o offics srrangements fo which
th o attache e folloy
o e el o
Finger Print Directory,” 1895, which contains

lon;:extmmftnmx h) in page §:—“ We
shall then proceed to make & recommenda-
mm - . . thesystem wo propose to recom-

d being ono which borrows M. Bertillon's
admirablo mothod of classifiestion and at the
samo timo_embodies the practical results of
Mr. Galton's investigations.” Again page 14 :—
“Though the results of our trials on Mr.
Galton’s collection of 2,500 cards wore omi-
nently msfmmry, it is’ still & question how

oy cor ve adopted his systm es
the sole bus)s of ldenuﬁmhom In page 20:—
‘English

g the Bertillon system to
Nty bgmk it would be desirable to shandon
theeo [distinguishing mark] ) oad make tho

I.asuy egage 21:—“Ttis reeommended that the.
propos method should be supplementary
tos Bﬂmh%m 0d 8t least for a long time
o details of my finger.print

Tcthogwero fully described in thereport for the

To tad
with Dr. Garson in charge, who, being & skilled

eraniologist and writer on bumsn measuse-
ment, was perhaps somewhat. biassed tawards
Bertillon

age.

I was delighted to find that tho finger-print
system had at lenﬂth obtained official tecogm—
tion and might be left to dovelop itself in official
hends. Dr. Garson did much, though ham-
pered by his subordinate positian. en Sir
E. Henry becamo Chief Commissioner six years
g, full of zeal for finger-prints,well experianced
in their use, and master of the situation, I felt
satigfied that thenx utilization had become firmly

established, and I ceased to domore thanobserve
its developments fmm time to time. Of course,all
new methods require time for develomt and

wib, ond though very much h done
under Sir E. Henry’s vigorous administration,
T doubt whother finality has even yet been
ed ; for example, whebhar the ‘fmw“ of
lexiconizing single beon
to its utmast. Morsﬂve.\', I rlouht ‘much whether
the finger-print method as at present established
would sufo for all the nscs t whivhs it may be
heresfter thought desuable to appl it as for
the Army, Navy, pensioners, an
which, if used in com\m:xmon with Bernllomra
o8 recommonded by tho committes, b would

endeavoum, uP to that date,to test tho eystern
further and to extend ite powers. In conse-
quence Tp proposed P. 112, fo reform tho order
in which the fingars had previo

relief to
eye and brain caused by this dpsxmd,soto

spcak natural notation and order of writing
B b speaking very briefly of all this in the

rwentl publ\shed ) Memonas of my Life,” I

used tl Sir Georgo Darwis

e h.\ch

quoted i in Bis Totter to u, January 6, that, i
viz., the method described in the * Finger-print
Directory "—is in mosb essential points the
same as that in present use in Seotland Yard.”
By “ eenm\ oints * I mean that it reposes on

-loop-whorl classification of the
rorled unpresxmns of ell ten digits, on the count
of ridges where diserimination is otherwise
difficult, on the observance of and reliance ‘upon
minuti and on the use of g shorthand notation
of tho finger-prints in the order in which they

1ysel

usti
used that phrase, though Sir A. Pedler writes ta
Fou on Janvary m this view I entirely

As regaxds two other points that have been
incidentally raised, I 8m sure that no one who
has read my two books can aceuse me either of
ignoring tho works of Sir W. Herschel or that of

e,
Tﬁem is o in Sic H. Cotton’s letter of
janpary 7 w) ch!shouldgrestlyhketobe
rendared less ambiguous, ‘concerning 83
Henry's oxcellent: wnrk—nn.me[y, that“ ho had
zed it m!ndw.boxehevlsmadur
Golo w's 1aborato ory ' (the italics ‘mine)
I would ask what * it ™ is intended. tolm:luﬂe ?
Does it mean more thun organizing a system of
taking fingor-prints and lexiconizing them in
myn;dwlyl Or does it refer to a new depar-
ture
Lodeney& .o FRANGIS. GALTON.




