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jceonversing with him I had fre§uent oceasion to

| generalizations ; there was neither vagucness
{nor change in the sense in which heused them,

I'which those generalizations were deduced were
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

Sir,~I send the following note to illustrate
what seems to be a leading characteristic of

Herbert Spencer’s highly-gifted mind.. ‘While |

admire the easy precision with whieh he @ealt in 1

I concluded from this thiat' observations {from

habitually present to his mwind in large number, |
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| consciously op°\iieousgiously®at the moment of
| speaking, ~A m#iphor afténdécrred 4o me that
| exactly explains ‘my.: Teaning, -A composite:

different ., results, and. }Hﬁght_igige very.-different |
ones. Bo-it is in the mind of:an ordina

only 4 few facts ;7 bub’ they change in charhéter
)
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photograph based .on:only six 1 rtraits is.some- |
times well- defined; but it iy: intrustworthy as
generalization., Another batchi'of six portraits of|
the samé class. ‘of “persois’ would give somewhat

>0 1% L% OTAINary - persod.
His generalizations-may ba'cled¥, though ' Based oh |

according to’ thp, details of the parficular fagts
that happen fo'be temporarily, in his thoughts, |
The meaning that-he, gives. to:the same ahstract
word on different oceasions 4s cohsequently apt th

vary,'and’ his language aiid redsoning to fail i |
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accuracy. “Bub imagine'a stite 6f things in which
60, or 600, replaced the six mentipned above, : By
the laws of: stitistics.the definition of the com-
posite would be smogther*inoutlipe, and its trust-
worthiness as 4. generalization: would be much
enhanced, and sof think" it \was in the case of

Herbert Spencer. .~ =~ .~ = |
"7, .. FRANCIS GALTON.
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