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RETROSPECT OF WORK DONE AT MY ANTHROPOMETRIC
LABORATORY AT SOUTH KENSINGTON.

By Francis Garron, F.R.S.

It was mentioned at the last meeting of this Institute that my
Anthropometric Laboratory had been closed, owing to the
previously unoccupied ground on which it was permitted to
stand having become the property of the Imperial Institute,
and being placed in the hands of their builders. Since then,
however, the authorities of the South Kensington Museum have
placed a larger and better lighted space under their own roof
at my disposal. It is now in an unfinished state, but I hope to
re-establish the laboratory before long, and in the meantime I
will take this opportunity of saying a few words in retrospect.

My principal object in establishing the laboratory was to
familiarise the public with the methods of anthropometry, and
at the same time to register facts that might hereafter be of
use in individual life histories. As regards this it was suc-
cessful. The number of different persons each measured in
many and various ways during the three years of its existence
is 3,678, but the same person has often been measured re-
peatedly. So the total number of sets of measurements all
made by the same person, its Superintendent, Sergeant Randall,
is considerably greater than the above figure. Persons of all
ranks went to it, a knowledge of its existence was extending,
and it was becoming increasingly frequented up to the day of
its closure. Many correspondents in the United Kingdom, in
America, and elsewhere, have more or less adopted its methods,
and it was, I may add, a great consolation to me to receive on
the very day that 1 began to dismantle it, the proof sheets of
the register, and other forms in many respects like my own,
that are to be used in the laboratory at Dublin, which has been
set on foot through the efforts, and will be carried on under the
superintendence, of Professors Cunningham and Haddon.

The data collected at my laboratory have been of service in
many ways, of which I will mention a few. They enabled me
to work out in some detail (the results are not yet published)
the subject of correlation between various bodily attributes, as
between the length of different limbs, between stature and
strength, weight and lung capacity, and very many other related
measures. This was done on an entirely new principle, de-
scribed in a memoir read hefore the Royal Society two years
ago (“ Proceedings, Royal Society,” vol. xlv, p. 135),and alluded
to here in my Presidential Address in 1889. It is too
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