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]DEJVT[F[CA TION BY FINGER-TIPS

EVERY one bears on his body a visible token of identity which

has the unique value of persisting throughout his whole life, It

apparently becomes fully defined some three months before his

birth, and it remains unaltered after his death until the final stage

of corruption. This token of identity lies in the system of ramifica-

tion of the minute ridges that run across the palms of the hands and-
the soles of the feet, and it more especially resides in the scrolls or -
other patterns that the ridges form on the inner surfaces of the bulbs -
of the fingers. Attention will be directed almost exclusively to the

latter in these pages, as they are amply sufficient in themselves for

purposes of identification, while they are easy to print from and are

conveniently isolated.

The utility of a sure means of identification cannot be doubted, if
it admits of being easily applied to show either (1) that a man is the
person he professes to be, or (2) that he is not the person whom he
is suspected to be, or (3) that he is or is not included among the
persons whose names and tokens are to be found in any given
register. In criminal investigations the existence of such a method
would settle questions of personation, of mistaken identity and of
previous conviction. In the army and navy it would afford a sure
means of convicting deserters and be a powerful deterrent from
desertion. It would supply an invaluable adjunct to a severe passport
system. It would be of continual good service in our tropical
settlements, where the individual members of the swarms of dark
and yellow-skinned races are mostly unable to sign their names and
are otherwise hardly distinguishable by Europeans, and, whether they
can write or not, are grossly ‘addicted to personation and other
varieties of fraudulent practice.

There remain other cases, that occur rarely, but when they do
occur, are of sufficient importance to make it well worth the while
of persons about to emigrate to take the small trouble of leaving
their finger-prints behind them as a token of their identity. For in
a large population like ours, whose members migrate to all quarters
of the earth, the instances are numerous of men who, having left
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