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ANTHROPOLOGICAL MISCELLANEA AND NEW BOOKS.

The PatTERNS ¢n THUMB and FineEr MARKS: on their arrangement
into naturally distinct Classes, the Permanence of the Papillary
Ridges that make them, and the Resemblance of their Classes to
ordinary Genera. By Francis Garrow, F.R.S.

(¥rom the * Proceedings of the Royal Society;” Vol. xlviii, p. 455.)
(A bsbract.)

Tue memoir describes the result of a recent inquiry into the
patterns formed by the papillary ridges upon ‘the bulbs of the
thumbs and fingers of different persons. The points especially
dwelt upon in it ave the natural classification of the patterns, their
permanence throughout life, and the apt confirmation they afford
of the opinion that the genera of plants and animals may be isolated
from one another otherwise than through the influence of natural
selection.

The origin of the patterns was shown to be due to the existence
of the mail, which interfered with the horizontal course of the
papillary ridges, and caused those near the tip to run in arches,
leaving an interspace between them and the horizontal ridges
below. This interspace was filled with various scrolls which
formed the patterns. The points or point at which the ridges
diverged to enclose the interspace were cardinal points in the
classification. It was shown that there were in all only nine
possible ways in which the main features JF the inclosure of the
interspace could be effected. In addition to the nine classes there
was a primary form, occurring in about 3 per cent. of all the cases,
in which the interspace was not clearly marked, and from this
primary form all the other patterns were evolved. The forms of
the patterns were easily traced in individual cases by following
the two pairs of divergent ridges, or the-one pair if there was only
one pair, to their terminations, pursuing the innermost branch
whenever the ridge bifurcated, and continuing on an -adjacent
ridge whenever the one that was being followed happened ‘to come to
an end. Twenty-five of the principal patterns were submitted, and
a few varicties of some of them, making a total of 40. They are
by no means equally frequent.

The data as to the permanence of the patterns and of the ridges
that compose them were supplied to the author by Sir W. J.
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