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ADDRESS delivered at the ANNIVERSARY MEETING of ¢the ANTHRO-
POLOGICAL INSTITUTE ¢of GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND,
January 22nd, 1889.

By Franois GALTON, Esq., F.R.S., President.

IT would have been a pleasure to me in this address, given at
the conclusion of my office as your President, to have cast a
retrospect over the proceedings of our Institute during the four
years that I have had the honour to hold it. But the subjects
that have come before us are so varied that it seemed difficult
to briefly summarize them in a manner that should not be too
desultory.

On the whole, I thought it might be more useful if I kept to
a branch of anthropometry with which many inquiries have
made we familiar, and took the opportunity of urging certain
views that seem to be worthy the attention of anthropologists.

Before entering upon these more solid topics, let me mention
that the laboratory of which I spoke in my last address has
been in work during the past year, and that about 1200 persons
have been already measured at it in many ways, some more than
once. I lay on the table a duplicate of one of the forms of
application to be measured, and one of the filled-up schedules.
It will be observed that I now have the impressions made in
printers’ ink of the two thumbs of each person who is measured,
being desirous of investigating at leisure the possibilities of
employing that method for the purpose of identification, not
forgetting the success that attended Sir W. Herschel’s use of it
in India, but conscious at the same time of practical difficulties.
There is no doubt that the imprints of the thumb or finger
of different persons vary so much that a glance suftices to
distinguish half a dozen varieties, while a minute investigation
shows an extraordinary difference in small, though perfectly
distinct, peculiarities, ~ Neither is there any room for doubt
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