346 President’s Address.

ADDRESS delivered at the ANNIVERSARY MEETING of the ANTHRO-
POLOGICAL INSTITUTE of GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND
January 24th, 1888,

By Fraxcis GALTON, F.R.S., President.

ON behalf of this Institute, and sanctioned by their Council,
I had the honour of delivering a short course of Lectures in
December last, on Heredity and Nurture, at the South Kensing-
ton Museum. Their object was to test the reality of a supposed
demand for information on such subjects, and so far as it was
possible to judge from the results, there seemed to be a widely
spread interest in the matter. It gives me pleasure to express
my obligations to the Lords Commissioners of Education for the
free use of their theatre, and to the many officers at South
Kensington who aided in the various arrangements. Major
Abney and General Festing exhibited in action their beautiful
apparatus for testing the colour sense, which was described in
the Bakerian Lecture before the Royal Society last year, and
at the conclusion of each lecture Dr. Garson, Mr. Rudler, and
Mr. Bloxam explained the working of the anthropometric
instruments that were laid on side tables. Whether it be
feasible for this Society hereafter to promote other lectures
bearing on special topics in Heredity and Nurture, is a question
on which I do not feel competent as yet to form an opinion,
though I have no doubt that hopeful attempts to enlist popular
interest in any branch of anthropology will always meet with
your approval.

These lectures have led to at least one tangible result. I
took the opportunity to reiterate my often expressed regret that
no anthropometric laboratory existed in this country, at which
children and adults of both sexes could at small cost have their
faculties measured by the best methods known to science, and
a record kept for their future use. I explained how difficult it
would be to maintain such a laboratory, and to make it effective
except under the shelter of some important institution, that
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