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[Wrra Prates XXVIII axp XXIX.]

WesTERN Tropical Africa, between Senegambia in the north
and the river Kunéné to the south, offers a vast studying-
ground to the anthropologist, wherein types of nearly every
well-marked African race may be observed. In the north,
bordering the river Senegal, there are the Berbers of the
Sahara, the interesting Fulah peoples, the Woloffs and the
Atlantic negroes, the debased Papeis, the sturdy Kru-men, the
swarming populations of the Gold Coast and the Niger estuary.
Then, rounding the Cameroon Mountains, we begin to enter the
far-spreading domain of the Bantu peoples, linguistically if not
racially extending to Fernando Po and the Cross River.

On reaching the Congo regions, the type of native man is no
longer what we know as the true negro (although in parenthesis
I might remark that it is difficult to say what the “ true negro”
is), and we find ourselves here among peoples that are really
“ Bantu” in physical characteristics as well as in tongue. This
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race holds the coast uninterruptedlytill we have passed an obscure
river called the Croque, forty miles to the south of Mossimedes,
where the local tribes, the Ba-Koroka, ov Ba-Kroka,begin to betray
by divers signs the admixture of Hottentot influence. Farther
south still, on the limit of this studying-ground, there are
wandering tribes of Hottentots about the dreary desert-region
of the lower course of the Kunéné, and some distance further
inland are outlying offshoots of the congeries of Bushman
tribes which inhabit the little known territories between the
Kunéné and the Upper Zambesi, dotted in little patches among
the intermingling peoples of Bantu stock. As I have encountered
stray specimens of these Bushmans north of the Kunéné, they
may be included in my catalogue of the races met with in the
Portuguese colonies of West Africa, and as they are usually
reputed to be among the lowest types of man, they may appro-
priately begin the list.

The Bushmans with whom I had come into personal contact
were among the camp-followers of a great Swedish hunter,
Fricksen, with whom I journeyed for nearly 300 miles, and
I thus had an opportunity of closely examining two individuals
among them who were more amenable to research than the
others.

No. 1 was a youth or young man, whose age it was only
possible to guess at, but who had entered the age of puberty.
He measured just 5 feet in height. His colour was a tawny
yellow, probably darkened by dirt. The hair on the head was
arranged in little compact and apparently separate patches—
Jloconné as the French call it. There was no hair visible at
the armpits, nor anywhere on the body and limbs. Akrab,
as he was called, had small and delicately shaped hands and
feet, and was generally well proportioned. The legs were straight
and the shanks unbowed, but the calf was high and scanty.
Akrab evinced considerable aptitude, and was indeed really
intelligent and bright in manner, quickly comprehending the
drift of questions addressed to him. In the course of the year
or two which he had spent with the white and Bastard hunters,
ranging between Damadrd Land and Mossamedes, in two wander-
ings he had acquired a really astonishing grasp of many diverse
and intricate tongues. He conversed fluently in Dutch, spoke
more English than many of the Boers, knew something of
Portuguese, and was thoroughly conversant with Hottentot,
Ochi-herrero, Ochi-mpo, and the dialects of many Bantu tribes
in the basin of the Kunéné.

Bushman No. 2 was a queer-looking little creature, who
had been for some years the sort of slave or follower of a
Transvaal Boer, who had found him half starving in some
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“veldt” on the Okavango River—I think the Okhi-mboro “ veldt”
—and who had adopted him half as plaything and half as a
slave: he performed all sorts of useful services in tracking
game and tending oxen. This specimen differed somewhat in
type from Akrab, although I believe their languages were
mutually intelligible. Bushman No. 2 was very short, measuring
only 4 feet 7 inches. He was, according to his master’s account,
sixteen years of age, but this was a matter of great uncertainty.
This curious little creature was light-yellow in colour, with
scanty hair on the head and no hair whatever on the body. I
might mention that no Bushman I have ever seen had the slightest
vestige of a beard or moustache. I do not know whether hair
on the face or body is pulled out when it makes its appearance,
as occurs with so many negro and Bantu tribes. In this second
Bushman the nose was so extraordinarily flattened that in profile
it scarcely appeared. The brow was bombéd and projecting, the
frontal ridge nearly absent. The mouth was wide, and the teeth,
which were white and large, slightly protruded from the thick
and out-turned lips. The chin was very retreating and the most
prominent features in the head were the great bulging forehead,
the projecting cheek-bones, and the massive jaw. The eyes were
long and narrow, and the ears small and sticking forward. This
specimen had not the well-shaped figure of Akrab, the other
Bushman. His hands and feet were small, but he had a great
pot-belly, and his lower limbs were puny and inclined to be
bowed. He was sullen and shy, although he had the same
wonderful faculty for speaking foreign languages as the Bushman
I have previously described. I might mention, before finishing
this scanty description, that all the five or six specimens of this
race whom I encountered in South-West Africa exhibited a
mental ability that was strangely at variance with their low
physical characteristics.

The Hottentots are not only represented by various wild and
wandering tribes about the Lower Kunéné, but, stranger still,
have actually, in a civilised or half-civilised and Christianised
form, invaded, within the last fifteen months, the Portuguese
district of MossAmedes. After the bloody war between the
Damadras and the Namaqua Hottentots, some tribes of the latter,
fleeing before their Ova-herrero pursuers, wandered to the Kunéné,
and, crossing that boundary river, entered Portuguese territory to
the number of several thousands, and from being panic-stricken
fugitives, assumed a somewhat aggressive attitude towards the
unwarlike tribes among whom they found themselves, and who
regarded the arrival of their well-armed, well-mounted invaders
with considerable apprehension. Not only the natives but the
Portuguese themselves were much concerned at this unlooked-for



