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PRIZE RECORDS OF FAMILY FAOULTIES,

i .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES,

8ir,—You were 80 good as to give much publicity last -

January to my offer of prizes. Permit me, as the last day
for sending in the cecords has just gone by, to send you a

| |

Lrief estimato of the value of the response to my offer, 50

far as a very hasty inspection warrants, That value has
far exceeded my expeotations, I have recaived very littlo
trash, and upwards of 150 good records of different
families. Many of these aro admirably drawn up ; concise,
full of information, and offering numerous opportunities of
verificatiou, As each of these returns refers to 14 direct
ancestore of the vhildren of the family and o many of the
brothers and sisters of each of them, tho mass of anthro.

pological material may ho inferred, It certainly refers to
more than 5,000 persons, and as the data are all entered
In my bound tabular forms, the records form s long row of
thin quarto volumes, severally labelled ang casily acees-
sible.  Itis a unique anthropological colleetion. The
writers are chiofly persons of the upper and middle classes
of society ; they aro male and female ip nearly equal
proportions, and the two sexes write equally well, 80 far as
I can thus far judge. Tho letters that accompanied the
records are t‘uil and friendly, expressing & trust that I can
assuro them will not be misplaced of my treating the ip-
formation as strictly confidential. In many cases they
express the great interest that the inquiry into their own
family histories has been to them. Permit mo to add Lnat
I do not think it possible to determine the prizes in much
less than two months, and that besides publishing the
awards 1 propose to send & copy of them to the private aJd-
dress of overy substantial competitor, Thanking you
sincerely for the large and timely ussistance you gave in
making this prize offer widely known,
1 am, Sir, yours obediently,
No, 42, Rutland-gate, S, W, FRA§018 GALTON,




