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From the AutHOR.—Dolmens in Japan. By Edward S. Morse.
From the AvrHor.—Description of Human Remains found near
Donnybrook, Co. Dublin. By W. Frazer, ¥.R.C.S.I.,, M.R.LA.

Mr. GILL exhibited a number of photographs of Australian
Aborigines.
The following paper was read by the author .—

ViIsUALISED NUMERALS. By Francis Garron, F.R.S.

I PrOPOSE to describe a peculiar habit of mind which charac-
terises, so far as I can judge, about one man in 30, and one
woman in 15; but before deing so, I must say a word of
warning against a too-frequent tendency to assume that the
minds of every other sane and heglthy person must be like
one’s own. The psychologist should inquire into the minds of
others as he should into those of animals of different races, and
be prepared to find instances of much to which his own expe-
rience can afford little, if any, clue.

This is especially the case with psychologists who are not
smaginative in the strict but unusual sense of that ambiguous
word. I do not by imagination mean an uncontrolled fancy
and inaccurate recollection. I apply the word imaginative
to those who while they may be exceedingly matter-of-fact
and precise, are apt to think in visual images; not in fancied
words, nor in a more abstract manner. The mental state of
imaginative persons is amidst a series of pictures, vivid in
colour, and well defined in form, and it happens in many cases
that what they mentally see appears external to themselves.
There is no doubt that abstract thought is best carried on
without the aid of this concrete imagery, and that a natural
tendency to indulge in it is liable to be repressed by vigorous
brain-workers. It is.consequently uncommon among those
scientific men whose attention I chiefly desire to gain. Every
one, however, recognises the fact that some men of the highest
order of genius and artistic temperament have had the gift
of vivid mental presentation in a remarkable degree; they
also know that chess-players exist, who have no mean capacity
in other respects, who can play 10 or more games blindfold,
having all the time a perfectly vivid picture of each board in
succession before them, and seeing the chessmen on each, as
made of wood or ivory, as the case may be. I therefore ask
you all to take for granted the existence of imaginative persons,
in the sense of the word in which I have used it, although
many of yourselves may never have had the tendency to think
in visual forms, or if you once had it, may have long since

abandoned it.
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Let me also remark, that if the existence of colour-blindness
which affects about 1 man in 30 was unsuspected, or at all
events wholly undescribed and unnamed, until the time of
Dalton, it need not astonish us that the psychological pecu-
liarity which I am about to describe, and which is about
equally rare (at least in adults), should hitherto have escaped
notice.

Persons who are imaginative almost invariably think of
numerals in visual imagery. If the idea of sir occurs to them,
the word “six,” does not sound in their mental ear, but the
figure 6 in a written or printed form rises before their mental
eye. The clearness of the images of numerals, and the number
of them that can be mentally viewed at the same time, differs
greatly in different persons. The most common case is to see
only two or three figures at once, and in a position too vague to
admit of definition. There are a few persons in whom the
visualising faculty is so low that they can mentally see neither
numerals nor anything else; and again there are a few in whom
it is so high as almost to give rise to hallucinations. The images
of these persons, whether of numerals or not, are so vivid as to be
undistinguishable from reality, except by the aid of accidental
circumstances ; thus the images may be transparent, or apt to
vary in brightness from moment to moment, and to change more
orless in outline. They may appear in the air without support, or
any other of the innumerable conditions of objective reality may
be absent, the want of which will render the visionary character
of the image immediately manifest to a sane mind. Those
who are able to visualise a numeral with a distinctness com-
parable to redlity, and to behold it as if it were before their
eyes, and not in some sort of dreamland, will define the direc-
tion in which it seems to lie, and the distance at which it
appears to be. If they were looking at a ship on the horizon
at the moment that the figure 6 happened to present itself to
their minds, they could say whether the image lay to the left or
right of the ship, and whether it was above or below the line of
the horizon ; they could always point to a definite spot in space,
and say with more or less precision that that was the direction in
which the image of the figure they were thinking of first appeared.

Now the strange psychological fact to which I desire to draw
attention is that among persons who visualise figures clearly,
there are many who notice that the image of the same figure
invariably makes its first appearance in the same direction, and
at the same distance. Such a person would always see the figure
when it first appeared to him at (we may suppose) one point of
the compass to the left of the ship at which he was looking, and
upon the line of the horizon, and at 20 feet distance. Similarly,
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we may suppose that he would see the figure 7 invariably half a
point to the left of the ship and at an altitude equal to the sun’s
diameter above the horizon, and at 30 feet distance ; similarly
for all the other figures. Consequently, when he thinks of the
series of numerals 1, 2, 3, 4, &c., they show themselves in a
definite pattern that always occupies an identical position in
respect to the direction in which he is looking.

Those who do not see figures with the same objectivity, use
nevertheless the same expressions with reference to their mental
field of view. They can draw what they see in a manner fairly
satisfactory to themselves, but they cannot locate it in reference
to their axis of sight and to the horizontal plane that passes
through it. It is with them as it is with all of us in dreams,
the imagery is before and around, but our eyes during sleep are
turned inwards and upwards.

The pattern or “ Form ” in which the numerals are seen is by
no means the same in different persons, but assumes the most
grotesque variety of shapes. I have placed on the table or
suspended against the walls copies of nearly sixty of them,
which will be seen to run in all sorts of angles, bends, curves
and zigzags. They have however for the most part certain
characteristics in common. They are stated in all cases to have
been in existence, at least so far as the earlier numbers in the Form
are concerned, as long back as the memory extends; they come
into view quite independently of the will, and their shape and
position, at all events in the mental field of view, is nearly
invariable. They have other points in common to which I shall
shortly draw attention, but first T will endeavour to remove all
shadow of doubt as to the authenticity of these statements.

I see no “ Form ” myself, and first ascertained that such a thing
existed through a letter from Mr. Bidder, in which he described
his own case as a very curious peculiarity. I was at the time
making inquiries about the strength of the visualising faculty
in different persons, and among the numerous replies that
reached me I soon collected ten or twelve other cases in which
the writers spoke of their seeing numerals in definite forms and
in much the same terms that Mr. Bidder had used. Though
the information came from independent sources, the expressions
used were so closely alike that they strongly corroborated one
another. Of course I eagerly followed up the inquiry, and
when I had collected enough material to justify publication, I
wrote an account which appeared in “ Nature ” on January 15th,
with several illustrations. This has led to a wide correspondence
and to a much increased store of information, which enables me
to arrive at the conclusions I shall lay before you. The answers
I received whenever I have pushed my questions have been




