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Report of the Anthropometric Committee, consisting of Dr. FaRrr,
Dr. Bropor, Mr. Brasroox (Seerefary), Sir GEORGE CAMPBELL,
Mr. F. P. Ferrows, Major-General A, L. K. Pree-Rivers, Mr,
F. Gauron, Mr. J. Park Harrison, Mr. James Hpeywoobp, Mr.
P. HaurLerr, Professor Lront Luvi, Dr. 1. A, Mawomep, Dr.
Muirngap, Sir Rawson Rawsox, My, Cnarues RoBerts, and
Professor ROLLESTON,

[Prares 1V, V., AND V1]

Tir appointment of this Committee was venewed at the Sheffield meeting
‘for the Purpose of Continuing the Collection of Observations on the
Systematic Fixamination of Heights, Weights, &c., of Human Beings in
the British Kmpire, and the Publication of Photographs of the Typical
Races of the Bmpire” Since their first appointment at the Bristol
mecting, in 1875, the Committee have bad the advantage of being pre-
sided over by Dr. Farr, who has taken the deepest interest in their
labours, and has placed without veserve at their scrvice his unrivalled skill
and long experience in the collection and armangement, of statistics.  That
advantage, they regret to say, they will be deprived of in fature, Dr. Farr
having imtimated a desire to retire from the office of Chairman on the
ground of ill-health: a desire to which the Commitice felt compelled to
accede, while returning him their hearty thanks for his past services.
Should the Committee be reappointed, Mv. I, Galton, ¥.R.S., has been good
.enongh to consent to be nominated Chairman in the place of Dr. Farr.

It may be recollected that the Committee reported, in the year 1878,
that their work up to that point had been rather tentative and experi-
mental, and gave details of the forms and instruments which, after much
consideration, had been adopted by them to secure both accuracy and
aniformity.

The instruments are :—

1. A weighing machine.

2. A simple apparatus for measuring height.

3. A Coxcter’s spirometer.

4. A spring balance for testing strength of arm.

In the Report of last yoar they woro able to state that they had
collected 12,000 original observations on weight and height, supplemented
in many cases by observations of chest-girth, colour of hair and eyes,
strength, and eyesight, and to furnish a number of tables, based on
selected portions of these returns, indicating the results to be obtained
from them. In the present year they have the satisfaction of reporting a
considerable addition to the materinls at their command, the new observa-
tions of the year being nearly equal in number to all those collected in
previous years. These are shown in Tables I. and TL

The Committee submit that they are carrying on a work of no mean
value to socinl statistics, supplementary to that of the National Census;
one that conld not be performed except through voluntary association,
such as they are exerting themselves successfully to obtain.

They feel it a duty to return hearty thanks to the numerous observers,
whose names are mentioned in these tables (I. and I1.), and who have ren-
dered their zealous and obliging services at great sacrifice of time. They
have also to thank the Registrar-General, and Mr. W. Clode and Mr. J.T.
Hammick, of the General Register Office, for courteouns and kind assistance.
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REPORT OF THE ANTHROPOMBETRIC COMMITTEN, 121

I. As to Classification of Returas.

In deciding upon the arrangement for practical purposes of returns so
various in their origin, and yet consisting in so large a proportion of infor-
mation derived from special sources, the first consideration has been to
establish o clagsification of the returns. In this the Committee have had
material assistance from their colleague, Mr. Roberts, who has prepared
the subjoined scheme of classification (Table 111.), which the Committee
have adopted. It is based on the principle of collecting into a standard
class as large a number of cases as possible which imply the most
favourable conditions of existence in respect to fresh air, exercise, and
wholesome and sufficient food—in one word, nurture—and specialising
into classes which may be compared with this standard, those which depart
more or less from the most favourable condition. By this means, in
respect to social condition, the influence of mental and mannal work; in
respect to nurture, the influence of food, clothing, &ec., on development ;
in respect to occupation, the influence of physieal conditions; and in
respect to climate and sanitary conditions, the influence of town and
country life may, as suflicient materials accumulate under the hands of
observers, be determined.

The eclassification has been constructed on the physiological and
hygicenic laws which are familiar to the students of sanitary science, and
on a careful comparison of the measurcments of different classes of the
people, and especially of school children of the age of from eleven to
twelve years.  This age has been selected by Mr. Roberts as particularly
suited to the study of the medin, or conditions of life, which influence
the development of the human body, as it is subjeet to all the wide and
move powerful agencies which surround and divide class from class, but
13 yetb free from the disturbing elements of puberly and the numerous
mimor modifying influences, such as occupation, personal habits, &c.,
which in a measure shape the physique of the adult. Table IV.
containg some of the datn on which the classification has been based.
The most obvious fact which it discloses, apart from the check which
growth receives as we descend lower and lower in the social scale, is, that
a difference of five inches exists between the average statures of the best
and the worst nurtured classes of the community. When it is remem-
hered that at birth children are of the same average size in all classes, it
is cvident that the conditions of life, combined with heredity, exert a
most potent influence on the physique of the population of this country,
and it will be seen that the labonrs of the Committee are directed to the
elucidation of a subject which i of grent national importance as well as
of seientific interest.

L. Results of Returns relating to Class I. (Standard No. 1.)

Tables V.-X.!' and the accompanying diagram give the results of
the returns which the Committee have obtained relating to individuals
coming under the Standard Class (Class 1.)

Yt necessary to call attention to the difference in the meaning of the terms

arcrage anl miean - which in common languagze are synonymous—when used in this
repoit. An arcerage is obtained by dividing the sum of the values observed by the
number of observations, while a mean is the value at which the largest number of
vbrervations vecur. An average includes and is influenced by exceptional cases,
while someao exeludes exceptional cases, and is consequently uninfluenced by them.
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