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The following paper was read by the author:

On the HEicaT and WEIGHT of Bovs aged 14, in Towx and
Couxtry PusLic Scmoors. By Francis Garron, F.R.S.

My principal results may be briefly stated. They show the
comparative heights and weights of those boys who were 14 on
their last birthday, in two groups of public schools. The one
group is composed of schools situated in the country, and com-
prises Marlborough, Clifton, and Haileybury, together with the
boys of the ages of 13 and 14 at Wellington, and those of the
fourth form at Eton. The other group consists of schools
situated in large towns, and comprises the City of London School,
Christ’s Hospital, King Edward’s School at Birmingham, and
Liverpool College. It appears that the boys of the above-
mentioned agesin the country group are about 1} inch taller than
those in the town group, ang

difference of height 1s due, in about equal degrees, to retardation
and to total suppression of growth ; and, lastly, that the dis-
tribution of heights in both cases conforms well to the results of
the “ Law of Error.”

There remains, however, more to say which cannot be dealt
with so concisely. I have to show that these results, scanty as
they are, may be depended on, and to point out the reason which
compelled me, and will, I fear, compel others who may work on
these school statistics, to limit their inquiry to the age of 14.
I also desire to illustrate by this memoir a method I have lately
proposed (“Philosoph. Magazine,” Jan. 1875) for dealing with
statistics of the present kind, and which appears to me far more
satisfactory, and which is much more natural, so to speak, than
those hitherto in use.

My data are given in Table I, and are of the form:
50 many boys between 51 and 52 inches, so many between
62 and 63, so many between 53 and 54, and so on, giving a
total of somany. I reduce all these figures to per centages, to the
nearest integer, in order that we may in each case be supposed
to be dealing with exactly 100 boys. For further explanation,
let us refer to the line B in the data of heights of town public
school boys, where we shall see what would take place sup-
posing we had arranged 100 of them, in the strict order of their
heights, at equal distances apart, along the side of a wall 100

7 Ibs. heavier; also that this
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