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course of the Limpopo to the sea, and ‘T had not forgotten their
conversations with this gentlemian, but I regret that it was out of
my power to collect any certain information on this point for the
Society. I may, however, add that I made every inquiry in my
power of the Boers, several of whom informed me that they had
penetrated far into the interior ; one, named Trechart, had been
as far even as Sofala. They all affirmed that the Limpopo and
Elephant River join each other and then flow into the ocean at
Inhambane, a Portugunese settlement on the coast. At the junc-
tion the river is said to be over a mile in breadth. 'The Elephant
River is in places very rapid, full of falls and drifts. In con-
clusion I can only say that much self-denial, untiring energy, and
dogged perseverance are indispensable before geographical dis-
coveries can be made in this part of Africa; and even these
qualifications will be of little avail, unless assisted by subordinates
%ossessing local knowledge of the country and of the habits of the

oers, as well as of the natives. The prejudices of the Dutch
Boer are great in the extreme ; he views every stranger with sus-
picion, and, contented with his own uncontrolled sphere of
existence, he aspires to nothing beyond. His hatred to the
English name, however, I found more intense even than I had

been led to suppose.

X1.—Recent Ezpedition into the Interior of South- Western
Africa. By Francis Gavron, Esq.,, F.R.G.S,

Read Feb. 23 and April 26, 1852.

Mpgr, PrESIDENT,

A urrTLE more than two years ago, urged by an excessive
fondness for a wild life, 1 determined to travel for a second time
in Africa. I then became a Fellow of your Society, and through the
active kindness of Dr. Shaw your Secretary, of Mr. Arrowsmith,
and of others, I was thoroughly advised as to those geographical
points which more immediately awaited inquiry, and, guided by
their views, chose South Africa as the field of my travels.

1 left England in April 1850, accompanied by Mr, Andersson,
a Swede, to whose most active and cheerful co-operation through-
out a tedious and harassing journey, I am in the greatest degree
indebted. He still remains in Africa, principally with a view of
investigating the natural history of the lake district, and of thence
bringing home a complete collection of specimens. .

At the Cape, upon the strong recommendation of Sir Harry -
Smith, I freighted a vessel for Walfisch Bay, instead of travelling
the usual route from Port Elizabeth. The emigrant Boers had at
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