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ilated through identity of nurture. However, a somewhat
exaggerated estimate of dissimilarity may be due to the
tendency of relatives to dwell unconsciously on distinctive,
peculiarities, and to disregard the far more numerous points
of likeness that would first attract the notice of a stranger.
Thus in case 11 I find the remark, “Strangers see a strong
likeness between them, but none who knows them well can
perceive it.” Instances are common of slight acquaintances
mistaking members, and especially daughters of a family, for
one another, between whom intimate friends can barely dis-
cover a resemblance. Still, making reasonable allowance
for unintentional exaggeration, the impression that all this-
evidence leaves on the mind is one of some wonder whether
nurture can do anything at all, beyond giving instruction
and professional training. It emphatically corroborates and
goes far beyond the conclusions to which we had already

been driven by the cases of similarity. In those, the causes’

of divergence began to act about the period of adult life,

when the characters had become somewhat fixed ; but here .

the causes conducive to assimilation began to act from the
earliest moment of the existence of the twins, when the dis-
position was most pliant, and they were continuous until the
period of adult life. There is no escape from the conclusion
that nature prevails enormously over nurture when the
differences of nurture do not exceed what is commonly to
be found among persons of the same rank of society and in
the same country. My fear is, that my evidence may seem
to prove too much, and be discredited on that account, as
it appears contrary to all experience that nurture should go
for so little. But experience is often fallacious in ascribing
great effects to trifling circumstances. Many a person has
amused himself with throwing bits of stick into a tiny brook
and watching their progress ; how they are arrested, first by
one chance obstacle, then by another ; and again, how their
onward course is facilitated by a combination of circum-
stances. He might ascribe much importance to each of
these events, and think how largely the destiny of the stick
had been governed by a series of trifling accidents: Never-
theless all the sticks succeed in passing down the current,
and in the long-run, they travel at nearly the same rate. So
it is with life, in respect to the several-accidents which seem
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to have had a great effect upon our careers. The one element
that varies in different individuals, but is constant in each o%
.them, 1s the natural tendency ; it corresponds to the current
in the stream, and inevitably asserts itself,

Much stress is laid on the persistence of moral impressions
made in childhood, and the conclusion is drawn, that the
effects of early teaching must be important in a correspond-
ing degree. I acknowledge the fact, so far as has been
explained in the chapter on Early Sentiments, but there is a
considerable set-off on the other side. Those teachings
that conform to the natural aptitudes of the child leave
much more enduring marks than others. Now both the
teachings and the natural aptitudes of the child are usually
derived from its parents. They are able to understand the
ways of one another more intimately than is possible to
persons not of the same blood, and the child instinctively
assimilates the habits and ways of thought of its parents.
Its disposition is ‘‘educated ” by them, in the true sense of
the word ; that is to say, it is evoked, not formed by them.
On these grounds I ascribe the persistence of many habits
that date from early home education, to the peculiarities of
the instructors rather than to the period when the instruction
was given. The marks left on the memory by the instruc-
tions of a foster-mother are soon sponged clean away.
Consider the history of the cuckoo, which is reared exclusively
by foster-mothers. It is probable that nearly every young
cuckoo, during a series of many hundred generations, has
been brought up in a family whose language is a chirp and
a twitter. But the cuckoo cannot or will not adopt that
language, or any other of the habits of its foster-parents. It
leaves its birthplace as soon as it is able, and finds out its
own kith and kin, and identifies itself henceforth with them.
So utterly are its earliest instructions in an alien bird-lan-
guage neglected, and so completely is its new education
successful, that the note of the cuckoo tribe is singularly
correct. '

DoMmEsTicaTiON OF ANIMALS.]

_Before leaving the subject of Nature and Nurture, I would
direct attention to evidence bearing on the conditions under

! This memoir is reprinted from the Zransactions of the Ethnological
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which animals appear first to have been domesticated. It
clearly shows the small power of nurture against adverse
natural tendencies.

The few animals that we now possess in a state of do-
mestication were first reclaimed from wildness in prehistoric
times. Our remote barbarian ancestors must be credited
with having accomplished a very remarkable feat, which no
subsequent generation has rivalled. The utmost that we of
modern times have succeeded in doing, is to improve the
races of those animals that we received from our forefathers
in an already domesticated condition.

There are only two reasonable solutions of this exceed-
ingly curious fact. The one is, that men of highly original
ideas, like the mythical Prometheus, arose from time to time

'in the dawn of human progress, and left their respective

marks on the world by being the first to subjugate the

camel, the llama, the reindeer, the horse, the ox, the.sheep, -

the hog, the dog, or some other animal to the service of
man. The other hypothesis is that only a few species of
animals are fitted by their nature to become domestic, and
that these were discovered long ago through the exercise of
no higher intelligence than is to be found among barbarous
tribes of the present day. The failure of civilised man to
add to the number of domesticated species -would on this
supposition be due to the fact that all the suitable material
whence domestic animals could be derived has been long
since worked out.

I submit that the latter hypothesis is the true one for the
reasons about to be given; and if so, the finality of the
process of domestication must be accepted as one of the
most striking instances of the inflexibility of natural dis-
position, and of the limitations thereby imposed upon the

Society, 1865, with an alteration in the opening and concluding para-
graphs, and with a few verbal emendations. If I had discussed the
subject now for the first time I should have given extracts from the
works of the travellers of the day, but it seemed needless to reopen the
inquiry merely to give it a more modern air. I have also preferred to
let the chapter stand as it was written, because considerable portions of
it have been quoted by various authors (e.g. Bagehot, Economic Studies,
pp- 161 to 166 : Longman, 1880), and the original memoir is not easily
accessible. . ... ‘
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choice of careers i |
choid for animals, and by analogy for those of
My argument will be this:—All savages maintain pet
animals, many tribes have sacred ones, and kings of ancient
states have imported captive animals on a vast scale, for
purposes of show, from neighbouring countries. I infer
that every animal, of any pretensions, has been tamed over
and over again, and has had numerous opportunities of
becoming domesticated. But the cases are rare in which
these opportunities have led to any result. No animal is
fitted for domestication unless it fulfils certain stringent con-
d1t10ns,owh1.ch I will endeavour to state and to discuss. M
conclusion is, that all domesticable animals of any note havg
long ago fallen under the yoke of man. In short, that the
animal creation has been pretty thoroughly, tho’ugh half

unconsciously, explored, by the every-day habi
' olored, - abits of rud
races and simple civilisations. e c

It is a fact familiar to all travellers, that savages frequently
capture young animals of various kinds, and rear them as.
favourites; and sell or present them as curiosities. Human
nature 1s generally akin : savages may be brutal, but they are
not on that account devoid of our taste for taming and
caressing young animals ; nay, it is not improbable that
some races may possess it in a more marked degree than
Eur;s'elves,fbecalélse1 ig is a childish taste with us; and the

notives of an adult i 1mi
e oL an arbarian are very similar to those of a.

In proving this assertion, I feel embarrassed with the-
multiplicity of my facts. I have only space to submit a few
typical instances, and must, therefore, beg it will be borne
In mind that the following list could be largely reinforced
Yet even if I inserted all I have thus far been able to
collect, I believe insufficient justice would be done to the
real truth of the case. Captive animals do not commonl
fall within the observation of travellers, who mostly conﬁnz-
themselves to their own encampments, and abstain from.
entering the dirty dwellings of the natives ; neither do the
majority of travellers think tamed animals worthy of detailed’
mention. Consequently the anecdotes of their existence are-
scattered sparingly among a large number of volumes. It is.
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